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Nearly 200 CHS students walked out of class March 14 in protest of gun vioence, yelling chants such as “THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS DON’T SAVE LIVES.”
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STUDENT
W A L K O U T

Sophomore Kylie Yeatman identifies as transgen-
der, but her transition was not a simple and easy path. 
She had always felt different, but she did not know 
how to draw any conclusions about her identity un-
til her eighth-grade year. After coming to terms with 
the fact that she is transgender, Yeatman began to talk 
with a gender specialist that she was referred to by her 
doctor to make sure her feelings were legitimate.  

The counseling Yeatman received was not at all 
conversion therapy to diminish her self-discovery, but 
a foundation of support to make sure she was making 
the right decision and to help her deal with emotions 
or difficulties during transition.   

“During the first two years of transition, my emo-
tions changed very rapidly,” Yeatman says. “This was 
challenging on my family.”

With the help of her gender specialist, Kylie was 
able to receive the guidance she needed to transi-
tion and fully embrace her individuality and identity. 
When she started her freshman year at CHS, she felt 
welcomed. 

Nevertheless, she still faced challenges.  
“There are a lot of people on campus who still 

have negative thoughts towards people like me,” Yeat-
man says. “I think about it in the back of my mind, 
even if those people have never had any effect on me.”

Along with the intellectual challenges of school, 
many students struggle to come to terms with and un-
derstand their sexual orientation or gender identity. 
According to the 2016-17 Healthy Kids survey, 19 

At 10 a.m. on Wednesday, March 14, thousands 
of students across the nation walked out of class in 
protest of gun violence and the most recent mass 
school shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School. 

Students at Carmel High were no different.
CHS seniors Gianluca Douros and Madi Broth-

ers were primary organizers for the event, planning 
for protesters to meet in the school parking lot and 
march to Devendorf Park, the hub of downtown Car-
mel. After the administration became aware that the 
day was forecast for pouring rain, Brothers explains 
how the protest was moved to the CHS football field.

“My original plan was to have it on the football 
field for 17 minutes, but Gianluca was planning to 
go down to the park,” Brothers explains. “So in the 
end we did both, which was great.”

After 17 minutes on the field, with some sharing 
a microphone to talk to the crowd, protesters were 
encouraged by student speakers to march off cam-
pus. While most of the crowd then walked down to 
the park, there were a handful of students that stayed 
on campus and went back to class.

“I only participated in the 17 minutes of the 
walkout because of the rain,” junior Hailey Dickens 
says. “Also, I knew I had a game that day and was 
worried if I missed a lot of class I wouldn’t be able 
to play.”

Roughly 150 students marched to the park, past 
police cars on the edge of campus. The crowd at-

On March 5, every student at Carmel High School 
was exposed to a district sexual harassment presen-
tation. The following morning, social studies teacher 
Bill Schrier surveyed his AP Government and Politics 
students on their opinions of the presentation. The re-
sponses were critical, despondent and, above all, dis-
missive.

“I thought the intention and message behind it 
was in the right place, but the delivery was weak,” se-
nior Logan Vandenbroucke says. “Most people proba-
bly viewed it as a joke because of their [failed] attempt 
to try and relate to the students.”

Sophomore Mia Poletti echoes these concerns. 
“At this point, we’ve already had similar presen-

tations all throughout middle school, and it becomes 
just another source that can be used to make jokes—as 
seen in the Josh Stein text meme-thing,” says Polet-
ti, referring to a slide in the presentation containing 
an image depicting a sample text conversation using 
what was described by the speakers as “teenage col-
loquialisms.” The slide has since become a multiple-
week-long, campus-wide joke.

The rest of CHS seems to share Vandenbroucke’s 
and Poletti’s views. In a sampling of 50 students, 36 
reported believing the presentation was either unsuc-
cessful or a waste of their time. 

“I thought it was pretty dumb. It became more of 
a meme than anything else,” freshman Kento Husted 
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Walking into her sec-
ond period AP Computer 
Science course, junior 
Kelly Wong sits in a class 
taken by only three girls. 
On a national level, Wong 
is not alone—the national 
average for APCS test-
takers sees a male-to-fe-
male ratio of 4:1, accord-
ing to The College Board. 

This year, the CHS class had a 18:4 ratio.
Wong, who plans to go into aerospace engineer-

ing, reveals that she initially felt discomfort when sign-
ing up for more science-oriented courses. 

“Being able to engineer using code is usually con-
sidered to be a ‘boy skill,’” explains Wong, who also 
recalls feeling discouraged from taking industrial arts 
in her junior year due to the number of boys signing up 
for the course. “There just seems to be a general lack 
of women in the scientific field.”

According to the American Association of Uni-
versity Women, women’s lack of involvement within 
various fields may be related to the concept of a “ste-
reotype threat.”

“Stereotype threat arises in situations where a 
negative stereotype is relevant to evaluating perfor-
mance,” explains the publication, writing that women 
may feel less empowered to pursue STEM fields as a 
result of negative gender 
stereotypes.

“There’s certainly 
something to be said 
about the differences in 
socialization between 
men and women,” says 
CHS science teacher Tom 
Dooner, adding that girls 
in high school are more 
likely to take physical 
sciences, including AP 
Environmental Science 
and AP Biology, over more rigorous courses like AP 
Chemistry.

“There’s women going into the life sciences—
medicine, dental—potentially in even greater numbers 
than men,” Dooner adds. “One of the main reasons be-
ing due to the way we teach the classes at the univer-
sity level.”

Dooner’s most rigorous course, AP Biology, sees 
a male-to-female ratio of 5:4. It began the year with an 
even split, which also held true for the 2016-17 school 
year.

Jason Maas-Baldwin, who teaches both AP En-
vironmental Science and AP Chemistry, cites his own 
classes as examples of the difference in gender ratios. 

“Historically, there have been more girls in the 
AP Environmental course than there have been in AP 
Chemistry,” Maas-Baldwin recounts.

In the Environmental Club, which Maas-Baldwin 
oversees, the instructor recounts how many more girls 
opt to join the club. 

 “I think it makes sense that there are more girls 
in the Environmental Club, considering girls in my ex-
perience are more willing to commit their free time to 
issues they’re passionate about,” Environmental Club 
member Sienna Anderson says.

2015 CHS graduate 
and U.C. Davis engineer-
ing major Gabriella La-
hti observes that many 
science-based core class-
es, including advanced 
chemistry and physics 
courses, were even in 
male-to-female ratio; yet, 
many science-based elec-
tives remained relatively 

male-dominated.
“There were three guys and nine girls in AP Chem-

istry and an even ratio Honors Physics,” Lahti reflects. 
“But in Automotives, there were only three girls in my 
class.”

Automotives, a more math-based science class, 
has historically been male-dominated. In contrast, in 
the U.S., women outnumber men in total number of life 
science careers filled. According to the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, women made up roughly 54.9 percent 
of all life science careers in 2015. Female physical sci-
ence officials made up 30 percent of the total. 

One study from the National Bureau of Economic 
Research looks to explain why the number of women 
tends to fall shorter in physical sciences, putting partial 
blame on the part of biases that have followed chil-
dren since their elementary educations, including those 
from teachers, parents and even the media they con-
sume. The study showed how implicit gender biases on 
the part of adults often discouraged girls from partici-

pating in more rigorous, science-based courses. 
“I think that it makes sense,” sophomore and en-

vironmental club leader Mia Poletti says. “During el-
ementary school, I remember feeling like boys were 
more encouraged to pursue science and math courses 
over girls.”

However, Lahti reflects that, regardless of gender, 
CHS students were encouraged to take STEM courses.

“I’ve never seen significant encouragement to ei-
ther gender to pursue STEM more,” Lahti notes.  “It’s 
usually the kids more willing to take on academical-
ly challenging courses that are encouraged to pursue 
STEM.”

Similarly, college and career counselor Darren 
Johnston says that he tries to create an equal-oppor-
tunity space for all students to express their interests, 
whether that be in STEM or otherwise.

“We’ve seen a growth in females taking on med-
icine-related disciplines,” Johnston says. “The base 
growth has been in engineering mainly. There’s always 
been women in the biological sciences. It’s important 
that we see women filling these roles, and it’s great to 
see that happening.”
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Encouraged by teachers, if not trends, 
female students pursuing STEM 
By KYLIE YEATMAN

SCIENCE

“I’m not going into STEM, 
but I’m glad that I have the 
option if I wanted to.”

“A lot of my friends who 
are girls do, but I feel like 
it may be more difficult 
for them due to some 
stereotypes about girls.”

Michelle Foley, sophomore

Madi Schmidt, sophomore

“I do, and I think I 
realized that once I got 
to CHS. I’ve been able to 
see all my options.”

Lucia Zacek, sophomore
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Sandpiper writer Scott McMahon surveyed Car-
mel High School students and staff about the sexual 
harassment presentation displayed at the CHS theater 
in early March. What he gathered was that the presen-
tation left viewers with more questions than answers. 
The questions are as follows and the answers are articu-
lated by experts in the field. 

What do I do if I think I’m getting sexually 
harassed?

To be sexual harassment, the act, whether verbal or 
physical, must be occurring often enough to make the 
recipient feel uncomfortable and often enough to inter-
fere with the recipient’s ability to attend class or other 
school activities, according to Equal Rights Advocates. 

By law, schools are required to stop sexual harass-
ment if they are made aware of it. 

“If you tell a school official verbally, also do it in 
writing—give the school a copy and keep one for your-
self,” according to Equal Rights Advocates. 

What do I do if I think I’m getting sexually 
harassed in college? In a workplace?

Dealing with sexual harassment is consistent wher-
ever the victim is: Tell someone. The risk of becoming 
a victim, however, statistically increases in college and 
again in the workforce.

According to the 
Huffington Post, one in 
five students is sexually 
assaulted on a college 
campus. Campus harass-
ment has been dubbed a 
“gateway crime,” cre-
ating a culture where 
words can escalate to 
physical contact and oth-
er forms of violence, in-
cluding stalking, assault 
or rape. In fact, accord-
ing to research by Cornell’s ILR Institute, harassment 
in public space has similar emotional impacts as sexual 
assault or rape. 

A study done by RAINN, the nation’s largest anti-
sexual violence organization, shows that more than 50 
percent of college sexual assaults occur in August, Sep-

tember, October or November, and that students are at 
an increased risk during the first few months of their 
first and second semesters in college. Accordingly, col-
lege campuses have prepared for this increase.

Eighty-six percent of sworn campus law enforce-
ment officials have 
legal authority to 
make an arrest off 
campus grounds, as 
well as having a staff 
member responsible 
for rape prevention 
programming. 

What kind of sex-
ual assault can be 
taken to court?

Victims of sex-
ual assault or sexual 
abuse can—and of-
ten do—file lawsuits against perpetrators in civil court. 
Even though any kind of sexual assault incident can 
give rise to a criminal prosecution, which can result in 
jail time, fines, probation and other sanctions against 
the defendant if a conviction is obtained, a civil lawsuit 
is usually the only way that a sexual assault victim can 
get monetary compensation for harm suffered.

After an initial report is made to law enforcement, 
a survivor can decide whether or not they would like 
to move forward with the investigation by pressing 

charges. Ultimately, 
the decision to press 
criminal charges is up 
to the state. It’s pos-
sible, though uncom-
mon, that a prosecutor 
may move forward 
with charges based 
solely on the available 
evidence, even if the 
survivor chooses not 
to be involved.

Many sexual as-
sault cases are re-

solved through a plea bargain, however. This is an 
agreement between the prosecutor and perpetrator’s 
representative, in which the perpetrator agrees to plead 
guilty to a crime in return for a reduction in penalty, 
such as a lighter sentence. This course of action does 

not involve or require the survivor to testify.
If the case does go to trial it will be tried in criminal 

court, and the survivor will generally be asked to tes-
tify. Some aspects of state and federal law are designed 
to protect the interests of survivors who participate in 

a trial. One example is a 
rape shield law, which 
limits what the defense 
can ask the victim about 
prior sexual history. The 
prosecutor can also file 
legal motions to try to 
protect the victim from 
having to disclose other 
personal information. 

What are the specific 
legal risks?

Sexual harassment 
is a form of sex discrimi-

nation that violates Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964. Title VII applies to employers with 15 or more 
employees. 

After a jury finds a defendant guilty of sexual as-
sault, the case goes to the judge for sentencing. Judges 
rely on several factors to determine a sentence. First, 
the criminal statutes will usually set a range of punish-
ments for sexual assault. This will often consist of a 
maximum and minimum prison term, as well as fines 
and other penalties.

Judges also examine aggravating and mitigating 
factors when deciding on the exact terms of the sen-
tence. Aggravating factors are those factors such as 
a defendant’s criminal history and the severity of the 
crime that suggest a need for a harsher punishment. 
Mitigating factors, on the other hand, support a more 
lenient sentence. 

Just as every state has its own law concerning 
sexual assault, every state has a different sentencing 
scheme in place for those convicted of sexual assault. 
The federal government also has its own set of sentenc-
ing rules. For example, in California, a sexual assault 
conviction carries a possible sentence of 24, 36, or 48 
months in prison, as well as a possible $10,000 fine.

Legal advocates comment on sexual harassment
EDUCATION

BY BECCA GOREN 

says. “I didn’t learn anything new at all. 
I think [the presenter] would’ve done a 
better job if she’d talked to us in a more 
adult and mature way.”

Few students and staff reported re-
ceiving a significant amount of new, 
prevalent or viable information from 
the presentation—info that wasn’t either 
saturated by years of repetitive informa-
tion or, as AP World History instructor 
Brent Silva notes, simply a matter of 
common sense. 

“I didn’t walk away with any new 
info, outside of the fact that anything off 
school grounds is something that can 
have an influence and something stu-
dents can be subject to,” Silva says. “It 
was pretty much common sense stuff. 
When it was presented, everyone went, 
‘Well, obviously that’s not OK.’”

Holly Lederle, CHS’ long-time 
Photography and AP Studio Art teacher, 
was among the more optimistic on the 

presentation’s effects.
“I think it was important…keeping 

[students] safe is our number one prior-
ity…knowing what resources you have 
to do that is a big thing,” Lederle says. 
“I would’ve liked to see something that 
dealt more specifically with high school 
students and the issues that come up 
with them. Do I think it was new, mind-
blowing information? No. Do I think it’s 
good to have a periodic refresher on stuff 
like this? Absolutely.”

It is worth noting that Lederle at-
tended a slideshow presented only to 
CHS faculty and staff, which was differ-
ent than that shown to the student body, 
though it received a similar reception 
from its audience. 

The collective opinion wasn’t 
against the presentation’s message itself. 
What disappointed much of the student 
body, along with many of the staff, was 
the presentation’s bland repetition, lack 
of explicit instruction on action in the 
case of harassment and minimal effort 
to identify and relate to the average high 
schooler.

As Vandenbroucke describes, “[The 
presentations] would have to either be 

100 percent formal or actually know 
high schooler culture to be able to relate. 
Because when they just attempt to relate 
it comes off as funny, and its result is fu-
tile.”

Silva also brings up a point that may 
play a key role in how the school and its 
students handle issues of sexual harass-
ment going forward: “It was generally 
info that teachers would put across if 
it came up in class. I’ve given it to my 
students, especially with the current po-
litical sphere and everything happening 
now across the board.”

Silva is not alone in this course of 
action. 

Silva and Lederle agree that when a 
presentation such as this one is given, a 
“follow-up” approach should be taken—
a survey of students’ opinions and les-
sons learned, hypothetically—in order to 
better the chances of the presentation’s 
message having a lasting impact.

“Just knowing that it’s an ongoing 
conversation and that the goal is to have 
transparency with our students, there ab-
solutely should be,” Lederle says on the 
topic of a follow-up. “Something letting 
them know they have someone they can 

talk to if something’s going on. Being 
shown an image of a dialogue relating 
to something like that I think is healthy, 
and it’s good. It was a step in the right 
direction.”

Both students and staff agree that 
the presentation had its ups and downs, 
and although harassment education is 
necessary, many on campus have ob-
served that the messages presented and 
the methods by which they were pre-
sented in the March 5 assembly were 
suboptimal and left much room for im-
provement. 

Students have noted one particularly 
successful aspect of the presentation: its 
message regarding gossip and rumors.

“What [the presenters] said about 
gossiping and vulgar rumors about oth-
ers was valid and should be talked about 
more,” junior Colleen Lang says. “I con-
stantly struggle with the temptation to 
gossip. I believe that the best thing we 
can do as fellow classmates is come with 
kind, open hearts, not ones that gossip 
and not ones that try to condemn others.”

Sexual 
harassment
CONT. FROM 1

One in five students is sexually assaulted on 
a college campus. Campus harassment has 
been dubbed a “gateway crime,” creating a 
culture where words can escalate to physical 
contact and other forms of violence, 
including stalking, assault or rape.

Students are at an increased risk of falling 
victim to sexual harassment during the first 
few months of their first and second semes-
ters in college. 
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Despite national protests due to the Feb. 14 school 
shooting in Parkland, Florida, and the March 20 shoot-
ing at Great Mills High School in Maryland, Carmel 
High School has not changed much about its years-old 
policy in the with regards to an active shooter on cam-
pus.

“We’re on a lockdown protocol for an active 
shooter,” CHS principal Rick Lopez says. “It’s what 
we drill for, it’s what we do.”

The “hostile intruder” policy is stated in emergen-
cy cards located in nearly every class-
room, and it spells out that students 
should enter the nearest rooms, while 
teachers lock the doors. The policy 
also advises staff members to “use 
best judgement in getting all students 
inside the school building.”

“If you hear shots fired on one 
end of campus and you’re down at 
the football field, you’re not going to 
run back up to a classroom,” assis-
tant principal Debbi Puente explains. 
“You’re going to get off campus. Fol-
low protocol unless it doesn’t work, 
then move off campus and do what 
you need to do.”

To lockdown, as stated by the 
placard, is to “lock doors and barri-
cade as necessary, close all blinds and 
curtains” and “move away from win-
dows and stay low and out of sight.”

However, some changes to the 
policy may be on their way.

“We’re having the most sincere 
conversations with law enforcement and first respond-
ers related to adjustments to our hostile intruder plan 
that may lead to change,” Lopez says. “I think it’s good 
conversation, necessary conversation, and there are 
probably some changes that would benefit our prepara-
tion.”

The district is looking into many ways to prevent 
a shooting before it happens. In an email sent to CUSD 
staff members and parents, CUSD Superintendent Barb 
Dill-Varga listed several strategies Carmel has already 
implementing to stop gun violence, including drills, 
social and emotional wellness, anti-bullying initiatives 

and support services.
The image of a real active shooter may lead to 

some teachers taking a different approach to keeping 
students safe, not applying the policy verbatim to an 
actual situation.

“There’s no real way to predict the chaos and panic 
in an active shooter situation,” CHS Spanish teacher 
Olga Chandler says. “All I and other teachers can do is 
react to the moment to try and do whatever it takes to 
keep students safe.”

Potential changes to the policy could reflect this 
new thinking.

“In the face of a true emergency, people have to 
continue to think,” Lopez says, “and respond to the 
emergency in the best common sense you could apply 
to the situation in that emergency. Foundation is the 
protocol, but continue to think and react in a way that 
is safest.”

The geography and structure of the school makes 
guarding against an active shooter more difficult than 
in other schools. CHS has several access points, in-
cluding the entire parking lot, the football field and the 
“chill hill,” a wooded hillside at the rear of campus. 

In addition, not all of the classrooms are built with 

the same design or layout. CHS math teacher Mike 
Deckelmann’s classroom, for example, is different 
from a lot of other classrooms as the south-facing wall 
is entirely glass.

“Because of this classroom, with all the windows, 
if I heard the gunfire coming from this side, we’d go to 
that door, and vice versa, we’re going the other direc-
tion,” Deckelmann says. “I just don’t feel good staying 
in a room with this much glass in it.”

During a March 8 hostile intruder drill, teachers 
were asked to lock their doors and close their blinds, 
then talk with the students about active shooter policy 

and answer questions.
“I think it’s only valuable if the 

teachers think it’s valuable,” senior 
Diego Cabrera says.

The drill was not met with univer-
sal acclaim.

“At least in my class, we didn’t 
have that long of a conversation about 
the drill,” senior Cameron Clarke 
says. “I can’t remember the last time 
we had an actual drill. I almost don’t 
know what the protocol is for a shoot-
er drill.”

One theme of student criticism 
was that the March 8 drill did not in-
clude opportunities to practice the in-
formation taught.

“I think if we had a full-on drill 
where we actually moved and did 
stuff instead of just talking, it would 
be more effective,” junior Elijah 
Smith concurs. “With the events that 
have recently happened, it had some 
effect, but it was not as effective as it 

could be.”
Just like the high school’s, Carmel Middle School’s 

policy—based off the same document as the CHS’ pol-
icy—has not changed in lieu of the recent shootings.

“It’s supposed to be district-wide,” CMS principal 
Dan Morgan says. “We’ve tried to work with local law 
enforcement and the county to try and design feasible 
programs for escape from an armed intruder.”

The plan used by the district is shared with mul-
tiple different law enforcement agencies, so that which-
ever agency responds first will be informed.

Active shooter protocols remain unchanged on campus 
GUN VIOLENCE

BY QUINN SPOONER

Nikolas Jacob Cruz was ad-
opted 19 years ago by Roger and 
Linda Cruz, although neither of 
his parents were alive to see him 
kill 17 Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School students, as Cruz saw 

his father die at age 5 and lost his mother to pneumonia 
at age 19. 

Cruz also struggled with depression and suffered 
from ADHD and autism. I am telling you this to show 
you that it’s ok to try and sympathize with him and to 
admit that he may have been shaped by a faulty envi-
ronment. Nobody is forcing you to think that Cruz is 
evil; in fact, you don’t even have to hate Cruz. 

What you do have to do, though, is blame him. 
The direct aftermath of the Parkland shooting led 

to what most people would expect in this day and age: 
a great sense of national unity as people from all walks 
of life came together to support each other in a time of 
great need. 

Just kidding. 
People immediately begin pointing fingers at what 

they believed the cause of the shooting might be, leav-
ing the country more polarized than it was before. 
Most of these attacks have been targeted at gun-activist 
groups like the National Rifle Association, and while 

many of these claims are completely valid, the fact of 
the matter is that the NRA didn’t kill those kids. Niko-
las Cruz did. 

Don’t get me wrong, I would personally back rais-
ing the minimum age for gun purchasing to 21, and I 
fully support the many protests and walkouts that have 
occurred across the country against gun violence. Con-
versations surrounding gun control are ones that we 
need to have, and soon. They should take a back seat, 
though, to the period of grief and mourning that we 
should all go through. If a school shooting inspires you 
to be more politically active, that’s great. But a shoot-
ing is an atrocity, not a point you use to win an argu-
ment, so don’t treat it like one. 

Whether you think politicizing school shootings is 
completely necessarily or abhorrently disrespectful, I 
believe that overdoing this is a mistake when it comes 
to preventing further shootings. These days, it seems 
like people are so quick to call out the NRA after a 
shooting that they can hardly even remember the kill-
er’s name. When we immediately turn school shootings 
into a conversation about gun rights or mental illness, 
as valid as those conversations may be, that sends a 
message to other potential school shooters that nobody 
will blame them when they kill their classmates. Their 
murders will just be written off as a gun control issue. 

I’m not trying to say that these aren’t huge issues 
in our society―Cruz himself suffered from mental 

illness and had easy access to guns―but putting too 
much focus on these issues can create a scapegoat for 
the shooter. A crime as awful as Nikolas Cruz’s de-
serves no justification and no excuses. 

Just to clarify, I know that lax gun laws and men-
tal illness are problems in our country, and there are 
many reasonable arguments as to why these issues have 
led to an increase in school shootings over the last few 
years. You could also make a logical argument that the 
way society glorifies violence and the impact of violent 
video games are also at the root of our mass shooting 
problem. I’m not saying that these are invalid points, 
but when you view these things as the root of the evil 
and the shooter as the vehicle for that evil, and not the 
other way around, it’s my opinion that you’re looking 
at things from the wrong perspective. 

There are countless American kids that have guns 
in their houses and don’t shoot up schools, that play 
violent video games and don’t shoot up schools, that 
struggle with depression and don’t shoot up schools. 
Regardless of how bad a kid’s childhood might be, how 
many terrible things he may have been exposed to, and 
whatever demons that might live in his head, you have 
to be a certain kind of monster to kill an innocent hu-
man being, much less shoot up a school. 

And when the next school shooting happens, I 
think it would serve all of us well to remember that.  

Reexamining blame in the aftermath of Parkland  
OPINION

BY IAN GEERTSEN 

Active shooter and evacuation drills have become part of school in the U.S.

courtesy of NORIKO KUDO 
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Local gun owners speak out about proposed legislation
GUN VIOLENCE

With both major political parties 
debating over a proper solution for gun 
violence, and with the recent massacre 
in Parkland, Florida, local gun owners of 
Monterey County have strong opinions 
on what they believe should be done to 
prevent future school shootings. 

After the mass shooting in Parkland, 
shook the nation, many Americans came 
to the realization that something drasti-
cally needs to change in order to prevent 
future attacks on innocent children. The 
Republican Party focused its efforts on 
increasing background checks, arming 
teachers and addressing mental health 
concerns. 

 “Changes that should be made to 
protect students in schools are to train 
and issue firearms to teachers or admin-
istrators if they are willing,” says Hunter 
Garrison, executive director of the Mon-
terey County Republican Party and a 
CHS graduate. “If I was to have a child 
in school and there was a shooter on 
campus I would feel much safer know-
ing there are multiple adults on campus 
trained to use a firearm and able to ad-
dress a hostile scene. This is a common 
sense action school districts can take to 
insure the safety of their students.”

Currently, President Donald Trump 
has met with students, teachers and com-
munity leaders, formed multiple com-
missions in order to study the option 
of raising the minimum age for buying 
a gun to 21 and increasing background 
checks, as well as discussing expanding 
and reforming mental health programs. 

On the other side of the aisle, the 
Democratic Party proposed a ban on 
AR-15 assault rifles and raising the age 
to purchase a gun to 21.

“We support a common-sense ban 
on deadly assault weapons and devices 
used to turn rifles into automatic weap-
ons such as bump-stocks, as well as 
the expansion of universal background 
checks,” says former CHS librarian 

Elena Loomis, the current vice chair of 
the Monterey County Democratic Party. 
“We also support keeping firearms out of 
dangerous hands by expanding firearm 
prohibitions to those who, based on past 
behavior or condition, are deemed at risk 
of acts of violence.” 

Multiple Democratic senators and 
lawmakers are supporting rallies and 
protests advocating for stricter gun laws, 
as well as participating in bipartisan 
discussions on the proper solutions that 
need to be reached. 

But what do gun owners think?
“I think whenever mass shootings 

occur they are quick to politicize it and 
say that all gun owners are bad,” says 
CHS junior Kristofer Kimes, whose par-
ents own guns. “They quickly say that 
the government should take guns away 
from law-abiding citizens, which is 
wrong and unconstitutional. When 9/11 
happened we didn’t blame the planes, 
did we? Or when the Boston bombing 
happened, we didn’t blame the bombs? 
No, we blamed the people behind the 
weapons. I don’t think you should blame 
the gun, but instead the person using it to 
commit horrible atrocities.” 

A possible solution being discussed 
on both sides of the aisle is the possibil-
ity of raising the minimum age to pur-
chase a gun to 21.

“I think that between 18 and 21 
people can change a lot, and honestly 
that change can prevent someone from 
being violent and possibly hurting oth-
ers,” says Marianne Tucker, a local gun 
owner and mother of CHS senior Wil-
liam Tucker.

A common theme expressed on 
the Democratic side is the idea that the 
weapon used in the Parkland shooting is 
part of the problem, and that a ban on as-
sault rifles is one of the many solutions 
for gun violence. However, many gun 
owners say otherwise. 

“I believe blaming guns for the hor-
rible shootings taking place is a reflec-
tion of a misguided societal shift to a 

sensation and emotional response rather 
than an intellectual and fact-based ap-
proach,” says Chris Curtiss, a local gun 
owner and father of CHS junior Noah 
Bernal.  

Tucker’s son, William, also dis-
agrees with the proposed ban on assault 
rifles. 

“I completely disagree with the 
proposed ban on assault rifles,” William 
says. “Virginia Tech shooting killed 33 
people and that was done with two pis-
tols. The Fort Hood shooting killed just 
about as many people as Parkland, and 
that was done with one pistol. A pistol in 
many cases can do as much damage as 
an assault rifle.” 

With many gun owners speaking up 
and making it clear that the proposed ban 
on AR-15 assault rifles is not the proper 
solution, there are also some who are 
suggesting other methods as well as the 
ban. 

“Number one is to have more ex-
tensive background checks,” says CHS 
sophomore Hana Kamler, whose parents 
also own guns. “I don’t think anyone 
should just be eligible for guns. I think 
we could look at a potential banning of 
semi-automatic weapons as well. Lastly, 
and most importantly, is to just be more 
aware as a society in general. If you see 
a person who looks alone, we should try 
to comfort that person and try to help 
them fit in. If there are any signs that that 
person is going to shoot up the school, 
it needs to be reported. We could have 
armed school police too. Just increasing 
security around schools in general will 
help.” 

Curtiss’ son, Noah, is less con-
cerned about the type of gun and more 
concerned about the inaction of law en-
forcement. 

“I think that there needs to be less 
focus on the fact that an AR-15 was 
used, and more focus on why certain 
criminals were allowed to continue their 
plan without interference,” Bernal says. 
“Pertaining to the Parkland shooting, the 

FBI knew what he was saying on social 
media, Instagram knew what he was 
posting, the local police department had 
already received 18 calls pertaining to 
the criminal, only 16 of which were re-
ported, and the list goes on. Why aren’t 
we focused on the FBI and why they 
didn’t do something?”

The FBI had multiple reports from 
people who knew the killer, Nikolas 
Cruz, but did not follow the proper pro-
tocol or take the necessary steps to pre-
venting the horrible massacre in Park-
land. The FBI, local law enforcement 
and the on-campus police officer have 
come under fire by the president for their 
inaction. 

“When it came time to get in there 
and do something, he didn’t have the 
courage, or something happened,” Presi-
dent Trump said. “But he certainly did a 
poor job, there’s no question about that.” 

 Many people in the Republican 
Party believe that arming teachers and 
putting trained officers on campus will 
prevent future school shootings, and 
while the armed school officer was un-
able to step up in Parkland, just weeks 
ago a school officer in Maryland was 
able to stop a school shooter before any 
casualties took place. 

Ric Swanson, a local gun owner and 
U.S. Marine whose son Jonathan Swan-
son is a junior at CHS, proposes a unique 
proposition that he believes will not only 
help prevent future school shootings, but 
also provide jobs for veterans.

“Seeing as many of my family 
members and myself have served in the 
military and seen firsthand what happens 
to our veterans when they arrive home, I 
say that we should employ the homeless 
and jobless veterans as armed guards on 
our campus,” Swanson says. “Two birds, 
one stone. Because nothing is more valu-
able than the lives of our children. I think 
we owe it to our veterans, they’ve sacri-
ficed so much for this country already, 
it is only right that we take care of them 
the way they have taken care of us.” 

BY RYAN YOUNG 

What legislation would you pass to prevent future shootings?

“My proposed legislation for preventing 
school shootings in the future would be 
as follows: In-depth background checks 
concerning medical history, mental 
illness and current prescriptions. School 
officers being present on public schools 
across the country—this will be achieved 
through federal budgeting and grants to 
states. And finally the prevention of the 
purchase of firearms by individuals with 
mentally ill members of their household.”

“I think that there are a few things that 
can be done. Number one is to have more 
extensive background checks. I don’t 
think anyone should just be eligible for 
guns. I think we could look at a potential 
banning of semi-automatic weapons 
as well. Lastly, and most importantly, 
is to just be more aware as a society in 
general.”

“I recommend that instead of increasing 
laws and restrictions, we increase 
education and classes. This would 
mean that instead of just taking a 
class and learning a few things about a 
firearm, there should be a more strict, 
more educated course involving actual 
shooting of firearms under the valence 
of a trained instructor along with a pass-
fail evaluation from that instructor.”

William Tucker 
senior

Hana Kamler
sophomore

Noah Bernal
junior
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In light of recent school shootings, 
the topic of student safety has been re-
peatedly questioned, and while Carmel 
High School has various safety measures 
in place and many discussions have been 
conducted about student resource of-
ficers, security cameras and greater se-
curity measures, little has changed on 
campus.

School shootings are not a new phe-
nomenon—they date back to the early 
1800s—but injuries and death tolls have 
only seemed to go up as time goes on. 
One of the first major shootings occurred 
at Columbine High School in 1999 with 
13 total deaths, but recent death tolls 
have reached into the high twenties. 
There have been four school shootings 
alone since the Feb. 14 shooting at Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, Florida.

Mr. Perry, Mr. Leigh and Ms. Hard-
isty, known affectionately on campus as 
Don, Josh and Tammy, can been seen 
daily patrolling the CHS campus and 
zipping around in their golf carts, but 
their roles as the campus’ supervisors are 
key to campus security.

“Our main role is keeping the cam-
pus and all of the students on campus 
safe and protected and [in] the places 
they need to be,” Leigh explains.

During the day, Perry, Hardesty and 
Leigh can be seen out and about, watch-
ing the halls and guarding the parking 
lot. 

“The basic rule is to be visible,” 
Perry says. “To ensure people [and] stu-
dents that we are here and that we are 
concerned about their safety and that we 
are watching out for anything that could 

happen during the day. We are kind of 
soldiers on the ground.”

CHS has a more open campus than 
most high schools, with little fencing 
around the perimeter and access to the 
highway, making it vulnerable to intrud-
ers. Perry explains that the campus su-
pervisors are always monitoring people 
and cars entering school grounds to de-
termine why they are on campus. 

The campus supervisors also oc-
casionally monitor the security cam-
eras on CHS, yet principal Rick Lopez 
explains that currently there is no one 
watching the cameras full time. He says 
the administration will not consider get-
ting someone to watch the cameras full 
time unless coverage of theses cameras 
is significantly increased because, while 
the cameras have been helpful in several 
situations, the quality and coverage are 
not ideal. 

“I wish I could say that our role has 
changed because of the tragic school 
shootings, but I don’t know what we can 
do differently,” Perry says. “I am even 
more aware of unfamiliar cars and peo-
ple coming on the campus and frankly 
a little more nervous when I approach 
someone than I used to be. We would 
be the first casualties of a hostile in-
truder who opens fire on campus. I have 
no idea what the district has in mind to 
ensure greater safety. There are study 
groups looking for solutions, but some-
how no one has asked us, ‘the troops on 
the ground,’ whose job it is to keep [stu-
dents] safe, for any input.” 

One change that has occurred for 
the supervisors is their work hours. Until 
recently, two campus supervisors were 
present on campus from 7:15 a.m. to 3 
p.m. while Hardesty’s shift would run 

from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. This enabled the 
campus to have three supervisors patrol-
ling for the majority of the school day. 
Now only two supervisors will have a 
typical shift from 7:15 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
and the final supervisor will be working 
from 9:45 a.m. to 5:45p.m. 

Currently, Lopez says there is no 
plan to hire additional supervisors or se-
curity guards.  

In Carmel High’s history, there 
was once a student resource officer, or 
SRO, stationed on campus in addition 
to the campus’ supervisors. An SRO is 
a train police officer present on cam-
pus on a daily basis to ensure the safety 
of students, and there are several local 
schools, including Pacific Grove High 
School and Monterey High School, that 
incorporate this feature into their cam-
pus security. 

Student resource officers can play 
a huge role in the safety of students on 
campus. On March 20 one student was 

killed and another injured at a shooting 
at Great Mills High School in Lexington 
Park, Maryland. The SRO on campus 
proved to be invaluable by responding to 
the situation in less than a minute and ef-
fectively ending the threat of the shooter. 

Former CHS principal Karl Pallas-
trini explains that the high school had 
an SRO for about one year from 2006 
and 2007. Due to lack of funding and 
understaffing in the Monterey County 
Sheriff’s Office, he says, the officer was 
taken off campus the following year. 

Because there are no schools within 
Carmel city limits, CUSD is left to deal 
with the sheriff’s department instead 
of the Carmel Police Department, and 
while it is likely that CPD would provide 
aid in case of emergencies, protection of 
CHS is not in their jurisdiction. 

Lopez has expressed a desire for an 
SRO and explains that one would defi-
nitely be beneficial for the school.

Campus supervisors, administrators inventory security measures 
GUN VIOLENCE

BY NINA PATEL

“Assassins,” a game that involves students shoot-
ing one another with Nerf guns to ultimately win a 
prize, is causing turmoil within the community after 
the mass shooting in Parkland, Florida, on Feb. 14, two 
weeks after CHS seniors started the game.

Since the game’s appearance at Carmel High six 
years ago, it has become increasingly popular with 
each senior class, consisting of 135 participants this 
year. The objective of the game is to eliminate one’s 
target, another CHS senior, by either shooting that per-
son with a Nerf gun or “stabbing” them with a spoon.

The game has been seen as ill-advised by the Car-
mel High School administration since its sudden spur 
years ago, but clear intent to stop the game was made 
after the recent national tragedy. Assistant principal 
Debbie Puente is strongly against the senior class par-
ticipating in the game now more than ever because of 
the school shooting in Parkland.

“I think it’s a lot rawer,” Puente explains. “People 
are a lot more attuned to the negativity of it. Before, the 
name and the idea were looked at negatively, but now 
it’s like triple negative because of the school shootings, 
because of all killings that have been taking place.”

On the other hand, assassins commissioner West 
Whittaker believes the game is being wrongly perse-
cuted by the administration and community. Despite 
the pushback, the CHS senior says the game will not be 
stopped and that it will continue to be played just like 
any other year.

“Some people say it’s unsafe because you’re driv-
ing around and you can get hurt,” Whittaker says. “You 

can get in an accident, you can get kicked off private 
property, and it’s just unsafe in some eyes, but as long 
as you stay safe, this game will bring our senior class 
together.”

Whittaker declined to comment on assassins in re-
lation to school shootings.

Most of the senior class agrees with Whittaker and 
believes that the administration is in the wrong for ask-
ing the game to be stopped. 

“People freak out whenever there is tragedy,” as-
sassins participant Nathan Suess says. “When there’s a 
hurricane, people freak out about gulf housing. When 
there’s a tornado, people freak out about Oklahoma 
housing. When there’s a school shooting, people freak 
out about guns and schools regardless of their lethal-
ity.”

Those who oppose the game, such as English 
teacher Barbara Steinberg, see the game as a poor ex-
cuse for a class-bonding experience and encourage 
students to get to know their peers and find common 
ground without the inappropriate image given off by 
students simulating shooting or stabbing one another.

“I think a giant game of tag is super fun, and it’s 
important for the seniors to have fun,” Steinberg says. 
“But the assassins game itself and the concept behind 
it, using the Nerf guns in this day and age, with the 
amount of school violence going on and the issue of 
gun control being so prominent in the news right now, 
shows a huge lack of awareness and sensitivity. For our 
students to be pretending to shoot each other is in poor 
taste.”

 Either from insight given to them from teachers 
or because of personal objections, some students have 

decided to abandon the game after news of the fatal 
event in Florida reached them. Senior Kenshi Husted 
deserted the game after hearing that news and an in-
depth philosophical talk with others on campus.

“I thought it wasn’t right for me, personally,” Hus-
ted explains. “Considering in our same country, there 
are kids who instead of going through a simulation of 
being shot or being chased, they actually experienced 
it.”

Despite pushback from the school administration, 
assassins will continue to be played by this senior class 
as it stays student-coordinated and its presence is ab-
sent from school campus.

Controversial teen game scrutinized after national tragedy
STUDENTS

BY GABE MARTIN 

“The point of assassins 
is to bring the class 
together as the months 
are dwindling as we 
finish our senior year.” 

Cameron Kincaid, senior

  What is the point of assassins?
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Walkout
CONT. FROM 1
tracted honks and gestures from passing cars, and a 
number of Carmel residents also marched with students 
to show their support. 

CHS Principal Rick Lopez contacted multiple 
sources in advance to ensure the safety of all students. 

“We spoke to some of the student leaders about 
their plans and wanted to know if they were leaving 
campus,” Lopez notes. “My encouragement was to 
plan something that kept safety as the key.”

CHS administrators called California Highway Pa-
trol, district officials and the Carmel police to inform 
them of the students’ plans. As teen protesters made 
their way downtown, police cars were stationed at the 
park as well. 

Carmel resident Kat Moore joined the protest and 
encouraged students to fight for their right for a safe 
environment. 

“I happened to be downtown,” Moore says. “I no-
ticed all the students marching in the pouring rain, and 
I thought, ‘That must be the Carmel kids because no-
body else would be walking around in the rain unless 
it was for an important cause.’ So I pulled over and 
cheered everyone on in support of what they were do-
ing.”

“There was a lot of encouragement from the staff,” 
Brothers notes. “Most of the teachers that I heard about 
were letting us leave class. A lot didn’t even mark us 
truant.”

Roughly half of science teacher Curtis Smith’s 
class walked out of his third period on March 14, yet 
the number of students that left each class greatly var-
ied: In some rooms the majority of the class walked 
out, while in others it was only one or two individuals. 

“It’s the students constitutional right to do that, so 
I didn’t have a problem,” Smith says. “As long as their 
parents were aware and they were safe, I’m in support.”

As an administrator, Lopez explains how he had 
to walk the line of neutrality, while supporting the stu-
dents who participated in the walkout as well as follow-
ing protocol and suggesting safer alternatives.

While the march was primarily centered around 
honoring those who were killed in the Parkland shoot-

ing, many students took it as an opportunity to voice 
their opinions on gun control.

Chants of “End the silence, stop gun violence,” 
rang through the crowd. Many students brought signs 
such as “THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS DON’T SAVE 
LIVES,” “HEY NRA, how many KIDS have you 
KILLED today?” and “Am I next?” 

Students and supporters took time with everyone 
gathered on the grass to advocate their message about 
the importance of the walkout; nearly every sentence 
spoken resulted in loud cheers from the crowd of hun-
dreds. 

Student protesters also made 17 laps around the 
park before returning to school, in remembrance and 
recognition to the students and teachers killed at Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas High School.

Whether the walkout will lead to significant chang-
es to gun control, students agree that it brought together 
the student community more than ever before. Soph-
omore Alex Faxon says that gun violence is an issue 
that people need to talk about and that the walkout may 
have stirred up that conversation between students.

“At the very least, the walkout unified the school 
when I don’t think we’re very cohesive most of the 
time,” Brothers adds. “We got to spread a message. I 
think we made an impact on the community too.”

Lopez reports that most, if not all, of the students 
that participated in the march to Devendorf Park re-
turned to campus after the protest.

photo by MARC DEL TORO

Why or why 
didn’t you attend 
the walkout?

Cadyn Lucido
 freshman

Hans Schmidt
 English teacher

Nate White
sophomore

 “I didn’t attend the walkout 
because I don’t believe banning 
AR-15s will lower the death rate 
in America.”

 “Only one student left my class. 
If everyone had, I probably 
would’ve joined.”

 “I was planning on walking out, 
but it was raining really hard.”

photo by MARC DEL TORO
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Initial college commitment may not be fairytale ending 
BY LUKE FRANKLIN

Making the commitment to a four-
year college is no walk in the park. 
Though it may be overlooked, the facts 
that more than a third of students trans-
fer from their four-year commitments at 
least once and only 60 percent of four-
year students finish school in six years 
or less shows the significance of this 
trend, according to the National Student 
Clearinghouse Research Center and the 
U.S. Department of Education.   

John Duncan, a 2012 graduate of 
CHS who initially was accepted into 
UCLA biomedical engineering program 
and finished at Westmont College, had 
an interesting college path. Despite the 
fact that the 4.7 GPA scholar and CHS 
valedictorian had committed to a four-
year university with the prestige of 
UCLA, in hindsight, Duncan says he 
would have taken a different approach. 

“I hadn’t spent enough time explor-
ing careers through informational inter-
views and other tools I used later when I 
decided to transfer,” Duncan says. “So I 
was pretty lost at UCLA.” 

The valedictorian describes the pro-
cess of finding his college during high 
school as “tumultuous.” Duncan says 
that he takes complete responsibility 
for his level of preparedness that led to 
UCLA not being the best fit for him at 
that time. The 2012 graduate transferred 
after his second semester at UCLA to 
Monterey Peninsula College, which he 
says allowed him to learn more about 
himself. 

Another CHS alumnus, Lauren Sal-
vati graduated in 2016 before enrolling 
in Sierra Nevada College for one semes-
ter. A dual-sport athlete in soccer and 
softball, Salvati had to make some diffi-
cult choices regarding sports and college 
during her senior year. 

“I wasn’t getting into my dream 
schools, and I wasn’t getting recruited to 
the places I would have liked, but I was 
lucky enough to stumble upon a couple 
good options like Sierra Nevada College 
for soccer,” Salvati says. 

Though Salvati had a tough time 
finding schools that fit her goals, she 
eventually found her home out of state 
due to, at the time, her love for soccer. 

“I ended up choosing soccer over 
softball right out of high school because 
I thought I was happiest with my SNC 
offer,” Salvati notes.

Even with her seemingly ideal 
choice for her college, Salvati soon real-
ized her love for softball and transferred 
back home to enroll at MPC. 

“What I soon realized was how un-
happy I was with my choice,” Salvati 
says. “I felt so empty without my first 
love, softball. This then led me to come 
back and transfer to Monterey Peninsula 
College for softball.”

Salvati says that she made the deci-
sion to enroll at SNC due to what seemed 
like a tremendous amount of stress at the 
time. 

“I felt a lot of pressure to make the 
choice on SNC because my parents, 
coaches and peers all held high expec-
tations for me, but what I didn’t real-
ize was they would have been fine with 
whatever college I had chosen,” Salvati 
comments. 

The former two-sport athlete adds 
that she was the one who put the most 
pressure on herself in the end because of 
the “cool” school and “fancy” scholar-
ship. 

This path of committing to a four-
year school and then deciding transfer 
or go back home is common among col-
lege students around the nation.

Some students like Zack Olivas, 
though, don’t return to a university at 
all. The 2013 CHS graduate and Chap-
man student for two years dropped out 
of college and took a route different 
from that of the average student. After 
Olivas withdrew from Chapman, he was 
offered a job in Silicon Valley, which he 
accepted and never looked back. 

“I started there and eventually was 
trusted to build and market a six-figure 
marketing campaign at a startup,” Oli-
vas explains. “Among the infinite list of 
things school does not expose you to, 

EDUCATION

percent of CHS students identify as les-
bian, gay, bisexual or transgender. (This 
does take into account the fact that stu-
dents are given the option to select more 
than one identification.) 

CHS freshman Skye Burttschell 
says he realized he was gay when he was 
in fourth grade, but did not come out un-
til the end of his eighth grade year. His 
parents were a little wary when he first 
came out, but they are supportive and ac-
cepting of him now.

“Coming out to my parents was 
definitely difficult,” Burttschell reflects. 
“My mom started crying, but it got better 
after a while.”

According to local LGBT counselor 
and family therapist Leana Shapiro-Lee, 
her job is crucial in providing a safe 
place for her young adult clients in par-
ticular, especially when they are having 
difficulties coming out to their family.

“The job of a therapist, no matter 
the individual, is to act as a sounding 
board to validate their emotions and to 

test any irrational thought against real-
ity,” says Shapiro-Lee, who also reflects 
on her clients’ internalized feelings of 
guilt as a result of their identity. 

Highlighting the stress of coming 
out, Shapiro-Lee explains that the expe-
rience is a crucial component of gaining 
clarity, yet the specialist also adds that 
there are other ways to discover a sup-
portive community.

“Now with the internet, we can have 
almost instant access to an accepting 
community,” Shapiro-Lee says.

Many LGBT students express posi-
tive feelings regarding the school’s atti-
tude toward its diverse student body—
Burttschell elaborates that he is never 
bullied at CHS, making it the most ac-
cepting school he’s attended.

In addition to having an accepting 
array of teachers, the on-campus Diver-
sity Club is dedicated to creating a safe 
atmosphere for marginalized groups and 
hosting school events to show the high 
school’s support for its LGBT students. 
In late 2017, the club organized “Rain-
bow Week,” an event created to show 
their support for LGBT students.

“Rainbow week was mainly in re-

sponse to an incident last year where a 
student identifying as LGBT was being 
threatened,” says senior Amber Hobbs, 
who has been vice president of the Di-
versity Club for two years. “As a club, 
we were very sad to hear about the threat, 
so we responded to show our support.”   

Senior Kaia Daigle, who identi-
fies as pansexual, explains that when 
she entered the Carmel Unified School 
District in eighth grade, she started to 
get acquainted with the idea that she did 
not necessarily have to date only guys or 
only girls.

“I always felt more comfortable 
around girls,” Daigle says. “When my 
friend showed me Korean pop music 
December of sophomore year, that was 
a huge turning point in everything. I was 
like…yeah, I’m not straight.”

In addition to her friends and teach-
ers, Daigle’s mother and friends have 
been accepting of her identity. Daigle 
explains that one of the most common 
issues faced by LGBT students at school 
is repeated jokes made at their expense.

“I could make gay jokes ‘till the 
cows come home, but if you are not a 
part of it, I don’t think you should joke 

about it,” Daigle says.  
Some students do not know exactly 

how they identify or who they like until 
their final years of high school. Senior 
Sean Crawford, for example, did not 
know he was interested in dating boys 
until six months ago.

“After dating a girl over the sum-
mer, I realized it was not my thing at all,” 
Crawford says. “When I approached my 
dad about it, he was like, ‘You will prob-
ably find a girl someday,’ and I told him 
that I just was not interested. He politely 
smiled and was very sweet about it.”

Crawford notes that his overall 
experience at Carmel High has been 
positive and that his family has been ex-
tremely supportive and accepting of him.

With the help of CHS and her friends 
and family, Yeatman has been able to ex-
cel in her studies, pursue her passion for 
baking and discover her love for Japa-
nese, taking night courses at Monterey 
Peninsula College.

For students who are questioning 
their identity or sexual orientation, or 
who just want to be supportive of the 
LGBT community, the CHS Diversity 
Club meets every Friday in Room 6.

LGBT
CONT. FROM 1

What are the benefits of switching from 
a four-year school to other alternatives?

Zack Olivas 
2013 CHS graduate

“I have sat at a variety of interviews with 
executives and not once have they asked me 
if I graduated college. If you have skills and 

know your trade, they’ll know.”

Lauren Salvati
2016 CHS graduate

“I got the benefit of getting out of a school 
I was no longer comfortable in. I got to start 
over with less stress and a community I was 

familiar with.”

John Duncan
2012 CHS graduate

“There are no inherit benefits, but it 
provided me with more academic flexibility 
to accommodate my wide-spread interests 

than a larger institution.”

that’s gotta be at the top.”
Olivas pushes the idea that young 

people don’t need to go to college, rather 
that one finds creative and unique ways 
to make a living without spending thou-
sands for “a piece of paper with a badge 
on it.”

“If you’re driven, smart and want 
to get ahead of the curve, still go to col-
lege,” Olivas says, “but sign up for Team 
Treehouse, study marketing in your 
spare time, get a real estate license and 
start locking down paid or unpaid intern-
ships.” 
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Monterey County citizens strain to secure steady food source 
BY JACK CORDELL 

Despite being known colloquially as the “salad 
bowl” and feeding many around the world with fruits 
and vegetables grown locally, Monterey County has a 
serious underlying struggle with starvation.

According to a U.S. Department of Agriculture 
economic research service study in 2013, of 429,000 
Monterey County residents, 53,000 suffered from food 
insecurity, meaning about 12 percent of residents were 
consistently hungry in Monterey County in 2013. 

Niaomi Hrepich, director of California’s Nutrition 
Education and Obesity Prevention Program, claims that 
about 20 percent of all residents in Monterey County 
worry about affording, producing and/or providing 
enough food for their next meal in 2018, meaning that 
food insecurity rates have increased about 8 percent in 
just five years.

“There’s about one in five people that rely on pro-
grams to make sure that they have enough food for the 
day,” Hrepich says. “In our county, we have about 17 
percent food insecurity rates. For children, this number 
is even a little higher at 23 percent.”

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations defines food security as “[existing] 
when all people, at all times, have physical, social, and 
economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food 
which meets their dietary needs and food preferences 
for an active and healthy life,” whereas the U.S. pre-
fers a more lenient definition. The USDA refers to food 
insecurity as “a household-level economic and social 
condition of limited or uncertain access to adequate 
food.”

These definitions beg the question: How is it pos-
sible for somebody to be food insecure within miles of 
the Salinas Valley, one of the world’s largest agricul-
ture producers?

This food insecurity stems from various problems, 
some major components being access to food, access 
to grocery stores, transportation and poverty. The FAO 
claims that poverty combined with socioeconomic and 
political problems create the bulk of food insecurity 
around the globe, including the areas near major agri-
culture production

The USDA has implemented various programs to 

combat the high rates of food insecurity in children, 
one such being the Free and Reduced Meal Applica-
tions that households can apply for in order to receive 
free breakfasts, lunches and even suppers at school. 
Due to high rates of food insecurity in children who 
live in Monterey County, various school districts have 
been employing this program to combat food insecu-
rity.

“A lot of the schools in [Monterey County] can 
serve free and reduced-price meals,” Hrepich says. 
“There are a lot of areas within the county that the food 
service directors have applied where they have such 
a high food insecurity rate all the time that the whole 
school is eligible for Free and Reduced Meals. So the 
whole school can eat for free.”

Hrepich also illustrates an important correlation 
between kids with food insecurity and kids who are 
considered homeless, a correlation heightened by the 
local area’s higher-than-national-average percent of 
people below the poverty line.

“There are quite a few areas in our school districts 

with high rates of homeless children,” Hrepich adds. 
“They are considered homeless because they live with 
so many people or they don’t have a consistent address. 
There are areas where kids live in trailers or cars, too. 
These areas tend to have a higher need for food.”

According to the Monterey Health Department, 
roughly one in ten Monterey County public school 
children are considered homeless.

Hrepich notes that there are various pockets within 
Monterey County that have higher rates than the state 
of California, which has 23 percent of people suffering 
from food insecurity.

“There are some higher needs and higher pockets 
in the East Alisal area of Salinas,” Hrepich explains. 
“You will also find areas in the North Monterey county 
areas like Cachagua and Big Sur, as well as the South 
county areas, which would be Gonzales, Greenfield 
and King City. In some of these areas, the number [of 
people struggling with food insecurity] is closer to 25 
percent.”

COMMUNITY

The Food Bank for Monterey County attracts crowds regularly as they distribute food to those in need.

courtesy of PATRICE WARD

FOOD

Pebble Beach hosts top lineup for 2018 Food & Wine festival

Every year, top chefs come togeth-
er to cook at the Pebble Beach Food & 
Wine festival, the largest food event in 
the country. This year will be welcoming 
more than 10,000 guests from around the 
globe, and there are 120 chefs and 250 
wineries this year that will be involved 
in 50 culinary events during the festival. 

“Foods and wines are ever-chang-
ing,” Pebble Beach Food & Wine found-
er David Bernahl says. “Ingredients, 
themes, vintages, cuisine all shifts and 

morphs every year. So, in many ways, 
the entire event is constantly evolving, 
and themes of lunches, dinners and tast-
ings will change with those trends.”

Sixteen local chefs will be involved 
in the festival, which is taking place 
from April 5-8. 

Chef Obdiel Luna from La Bicy-
cletta in Carmel will be working the 
Celebrity Chef & Winemaker Golf Tour-
nament at Pebble Beach and the Lexus 
Grand Tasting. This will be Luna’s first 
time being one of the main chefs.

“Publicity will be good, and it will 

also be nice to have a better relationship 
with other chefs and to meet some new 
friends,” Luna says.

Local chef Eduardo Coronel, who 
cooks for Rio Grill in Carmel, will be 
attending the food and wine festival for 
his sixth year. He will be making a wild 
mushroom tamale for his main dish. 

“It’s a lot of work, it’s a lot of peo-
ple, it’s a lot of fun and a lot of great 
chefs to work with,” Coronel says. 

The Culinary Institution of America 
graduate Matthew Beaudin, the chef for 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium, will be 
taking part in the new Coastal Grillin’ 
event will where he will be making buf-
falo tacos with grilled vegetables and aji 
verde salsa. Beaudin will also be cook-
ing in the Lexus Grand Tasting where he 
will be making a take on a tostada by us-
ing chicken, duck and quail.

“There’s 100 chefs from all over the 
country, and you look at it and you go, 
‘Hey, we’re doing the same thing too, 
we’re not that far off, we’re all going to-
wards the same goal,’” says Beaudin as 
he explains the positives that come from 
an event like this. “You’re getting to talk 
to the right group of people, the people 
who care about food, who are interested 
in food, who are passionate about food, 
the people who want to eat your food 
who are excited about food. And those 
are the people who are going to talk 
about it when they leave.”

Lorena Garcia and Jeremiah Tower 
are the two main celebrity chefs that will 
be attending the event this year. Garcia is 
a Venezuelan chef who has opened mul-
tiple restaurants and been on multiple 
television shows. Tower started the Stars 
in San Francisco restaurant and was fea-
tured in a documentary made about him 
in 2016 titled “The Last Magnificent.” 

“No matter what you love or are in-
terested in, we have something for you,” 
Bernahl says. “If you’re into cooking, 
we have numerous cooking demonstra-
tions throughout the weekend, some 
even interactive where guests can cook 
with their favorite celeb chef. If you’re 
new to wine, you can take a class or taste 
through 500 wines in the Saturday and 
Sunday Lexus Grand Tastings.”

The chefs that will be participat-
ing in the dinner events will include 
Kyle Connaughton to represent Single 
Thread, a restaurant that was awarded 
two Michelin Stars in its freshman year 
of business; Chris Flint, the executive 
chef at NoMad in Los Angeles; and Alex 
Guarnaschelli, who is planning an in-
teractive dinner where the guests cook 
with chefs while the lunches will include 
Hawaiian, Italian, Mediterranean, farm-
grown and protein themes. 

Bernahl explains that there have 
been many added events that the dinners 
and tastings have been made smaller to 
create a more intimate feeling. 

BY ASHA JOHNSTON

Hundreds of chefs and their assistants prepare in meticulous detail for the 
annual festival for culinary enthusiasts.

photo by DAN DRONSFIELD
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Many teenagers eagerly await prom, excited to dance the night 
away in a fresh suit and tie or ballroom gown. Likewise, the Mission 
Trail Athletic League championships hold importance in many swim-
mers’ lives, whether it is to advance to finals or beat a school record. 
But with the two events coinciding on the same day, May 5, upper-
classmen are having to make a decision between the two.

Athletic director Golden Anderson says that the date for the 
MTAL championship was released months ago and isn’t subject to 
change since multiple schools are involved.

“There was a lot of arguing back and forth from schools over start 
times,” Anderson explains. “There’ve always been different impacts. 
It doesn’t matter what day in the spring MTALs was, it was going to 
impact some event.”

MTAL championships have taken place on Fridays in years past, 
but since that caused students to miss school, the event eventually was 
moved to a Saturday, according to Anderson.

CHS activities coordinator Aubrey Powers says she planned this 
year’s prom nearly a year ago. This year’s destination is in San Fran-
cisco, where students spend an evening on a cruise ship in the bay. Due 
to the boat leaving the dock at a set time, it is nearly impossible to have 
another bus shuttle swimmers to the prom once the meet is over.

With prom traditionally taking place on a Saturday, few dates 
were available for the spring event.

“One factor in deciding the date was the Heritage Festival, which 
includes a lot of music students in April,” Powers notes. “Another fac-
tor was the Big Sur Marathon the following week, since we needed 
availability of bus companies to transport us. We also couldn’t go too 
far into May because then we run the complicated risk of being too 
close to AP testing, so May 5 seemed like the safest date at the time.”

With both of this year’s events initially scheduled in spring of 
2017, neither prom nor MTAL championships are able to be changed, 
according to both Anderson and Powers. 

Junior and senior swimmers now have to choose which event to 
attend, with some students trying to attend both.

“As of right now, I am planning on going to prom and leaving 
MTALs early, but that means I won’t be able to swim my best events, 
unfortunately,” senior Sophia Supica says. “Personally I am really up-
set about this scheduling conflict. Given it is my senior year, I want to 
be able to finish my swim season strong.”

Other students plan on skipping the swim meet entirely, such as 
senior Jake Glaser.

“It is a complete scheduling flaw and it makes me mad that we 
have to choose between them,” Glaser notes. “Both are obviously very 
important to attend but in the long run, prom is a high school experi-
ence that I would never miss.”

Varsity girls’ swim coach Chelsea Peterson recognizes that both 
events are important to the upperclassmen. Although she hasn’t asked 
the swimmers for an official decision yet, she says she will meet with 
the students one-on-one to discuss their plans.

“Swimmers have expressed concern about how this conflict will 
affect them and the team, especially those who have goals of achieving 
CCS-qualifying cuts and school records this season,” Peterson adds. 
“There is no easy or good choice between these two events. Both are 
incredibly significant activities, especially for seniors.”

Many students have decided to go to local benefit 
stores in Carmel or the Goodwill shops in Monterey in 
order to buy their prom attire, as average overall prom ex-
penses in California have risen to $600 this year, including 
transportation, clothing and tickets, according to Yahoo.

Out of 100 students polled at CHS through social 
media about how much they were going to be spending 
on their outfits alone, 59 claimed that they were going to 
spend at least $75.

In order to counteract prom costs, many students have 
agreed not to buy their dates’ tickets, which are $175 per 
person. Along with a reasonably priced outfit instead of 
one considered more luxurious for the big night, older 
fashion statements are becoming more popular. 

Junior Ishika Patel says that her prom-advertised dress 
ended up being nearly $100, with an additional clearance 
sale applied. 

“I feel like [the tickets] are way too expensive,” says 
Patel, even after buying her ticket ahead of time for $25 
cheaper. 

Tickets cover transportation to San Francisco, a four-
hour experience aboard a yacht, dinner service onboard 
and staff wages, such as paying the DJ and chefs.

In Yahoo Style’s 2017 “Prom Across America” sur-
vey, they revealed that the average student on the West 
Coast spends roughly $625 with the combination of tick-

ets, clothing, hair, makeup and transportation. Faviana 
public relations coordinator Kayleigh McPeck told USA 
Today in an interview that students look at prom attire as 
a sort of investment. 

Despite Carmel’s reputation as an affluent commu-
nity, there are a lot of students who just don’t have the 
money to spend on such a lavish night. Dana Donaldson is 
one junior who prefers to buy clothing at thrift stores, so 
getting a prom dress there would not be out of the ordinary 
for her. 

“There are benefit stores in Carmel,” Donaldson says. 
“I bought a dress that I’m going to wear to prom for only 
$12. They have lots of nice dresses because it’s rich Car-
mel people clothes.” 

Most students have decided to buy prom outfits that 
are specifically on sale because of the typical prices for 
suits and dresses advertised as being for prom. Junior Ryan 
Stannard, who attended prom last year, bought a full suit 
for around $100 because he viewed it as being something 
he could continue to wear for the next couple of years. 

“I went to Kohl’s to get my suit because they have 
good prices,” Stannard says. “I actually borrowed a shirt 
from my dad. If you don’t [buy clothes on sale], it’s going 
to cost you so much money.” 

Thrift store racks and clearance sales hold countless 
potential for the students at CHS to exploit, but are often 
overlooked. 

As May rapidly approaches, promposal ideas start to flutter around the minds of high school upperclassmen like butterflies 
in a blender. Just as constant is the fluttering of ways to reject those young hopefuls without completely crushing their souls.

Swimmers face tough 
decision: Championship 
or prom?
BY ELLAH FOSTER 

Students choose thrift over luxury 
shopping as prom expenses rise 

BY TAYLOR DESMOND 

Are you attending prom 
or MTAL championships?

Olive DeLuca, junior

“I would like to attend both 
prom and the MTAL cham-
pionships, which probably 
means leaving the meet early.”

Matthew Trotter, junior

“I’ll probably skip prom be-
cause I need to go to MTAL 
championships in order 
to go to the CCS finals.”

Hannah Movahedi, senior

“I’m going to prom. I think it 
should be obvious that people 
are going to choose prom, con-
sidering it’s an event that only 
comes around twice in your life.”

How to reject a promposal 
10 ways to success

BY ALEX POLETTI 

PROM 201
8

10. Join the swim team
As fervent readers of this publication know, the 

swimming MTAL championship conflicts with Car-
mel High School’s May 5 prom date. In order to avoid 
an awkward encounter with an admirer, just join the 
swim team and hone your craft to the point where you 
are eligible to compete at the championship in May.

9. The old “Look, a bird!” approach
This trick is as old as time itself, and it is a more-

than-valid way to misdirect a young lad’s attention. 
As soon as you see the papier-mâché sign pop out, 
throw out this slogan and run the other direction once 
the chap’s head turns.

8. Exercise your Fifth Amendment right
American citizens cannot be compelled to self-

incriminate. After the flash mob has ended and the 
5-foot-3 junior is down on one knee, yell “I plead the 
fifth!” before calmly walking off.

7. Prompose to him first
If you execute an elaborate promposal before 

your suitor can, he will be thrown completely off-
guard. Because of the process of reverse-psychology, 
your interest in him will force him to reject you, thus 
solving the whole problem.

6. Reenact the assassination of Duke Ferdi-
nand in Sarajevo

Sometimes, the bizarre is the only way to solve 
a problem. By performing a historical reenactment 
of this historical super-event, the young man asking 
you will be too traumatized and too busy contemplat-
ing the ills of trench warfare and nationalism to go 
through with the promposal.

5. The roundhouse kick
This approach was popularized by Bruce Lee 

in his iconic film “Enter the Dragon.” Of course, the 
context of that kick isn’t exactly on par with a prom 
rejection, but it gets the same point across.

4. Be vegan
Because nobody likes vegans anyway.

3. Sink the boat
Prom is on the boat. No boat? 
No reason to ask. Problem. Solved.

2. Be honest and respectful
Rejection hurts, that’s no secret. But 

things are supposed to hurt. If you respectful-
ly decline the offer, there may be some tears 
involved, but it is truly for the best. To quote 
John Stuart Mill, “It is better to be a dissatis-
fied human than a satisfied pig.” What the re-
nowned philosopher meant is that truth is not 
always pleasant, but it is necessary.

1. Do the exact opposite of what I just said
Psych! I bet you thought I was serious with number two. What a joke. Deception and ridicule are the only techniques that should be used in a scenario like 

this. Lead them on, make them hurt, tell your friends about how stupid they were when they asked you. Classic comedy right there.

Ten ways to ask 
a ten to prom 

10. The field by the amphitheater 
is usually empty and full of lush green 
grass. If you’re willing to spend hun-
dreds of dollars on this one night, buy 
some flower arrangements and spell out 
“PROM.”

9. Costco bears are absolutely massive. There have been a 
couple viral videos going around of people taking the stuffing out 
and climbing into them themselves. Don’t go around doing this on 
campus, but it would be bear-y cute to ask out a date this way. 

8. Write out 
“PROM?” with Post-it 
notes in one of the win-
dows around Carmel High 
School. Grab your wing-
man to ensure that your 
date sees it and bada-bing 
bada-boom.

7. “Before the last petal falls, 
will you be my beauty?” Buy a rose, 
a poster board and a beauty and the 
beast-esque glass container. With 
clear fishing line, attach the rose to 
the top of the container with a piece 
of tape to make it float midair.

6. The movie “Up” leaves so much potential for buying a dozen 
cupcakes to make the balloons lifting Carl Fredricksen’s house rise 
into the air. You have an inexpensive way of asking a prom date out 
with the question iced onto a couple cupcakes. 

5. If you’re feeling desperate, go ahead and get a 
onesie from Target. “I’m not horsing around. Will you 
go to prom with me?”

4. I’ll ask you to prom when pigs fly. For 
this one you’re going to want to go to Safeway 
and get a couple pink balloons and a Sharpie. All 
you have to do is draw some pig noses and pop 
the big question.

3. Hopefully your Christmas lights have 
been taken down by May. You can reuse them by 
spelling out “prom” for a cool effect and you’re 
not spending any money. 

2. Two years ago Hans Voegeli showed 
a Lego stop-motion promposal on the Friday 
Show. Make a short segment because the video 
production classes are always looking for ways 
to bring more creativity into their news segments 
anyways. 

 1. Whether it’s through pizza or a dozen 
doughnuts, food is always a surefire way to some-
one’s heart. At Paris Bakery in Monterey, you can 
buy a cake and they will frost it with four letters 
and a question mark. 
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Local charity puts guitars in hands of those in need
BY ARCHER MICHAELS

The Marina City Teen Center, usu-
ally loud and energetic, is filled with 
more than the sounds of children and 
teens. This sleepy Saturday morning is 
filled with the sounds of students learn-
ing their guitar rudiments as part of an 
initiative called Guitars not Guns.

“It’s a pretty cool experience be-
cause they really want to learn,” volun-
teer Cooper Scheid says. “There’s not 
that many kids that are interested in mu-
sic these days.”

Guitars not Guns is a nationwide 
organization that strives to improve the 
lives of the underprivileged by intro-
ducing them to music at a young age. 
The Monterey Chapter of the organiza-
tion has been around since 2000 and is 
spearheaded by Stephen Vagnini, the 
Monterey County assessor for over 16 
years and a chairperson on the Monterey 
County Juvenile Justice Committee for 
four years. 

Vagnini has been local president of 
GNG for years and played a major part 
in founding the chapter.

Students can join Guitars not Guns 
at any point in the eight-week run of the 
course. Generally classes are held at the 
Marina City Teen Center from 10 a.m. to 
noon, with the first few hours for begin-
ners. 

“We have four levels of classes, be-
ginner through advanced, and they run 
year-round,” says Amy Warren, the Ma-
rina director of Guitars not Guns. “Stu-

dents range in age from 6 to 18 and come 
from schools all over the county.”

At first, students learn the very ba-
sics of guitar: Simple chord shapes and 
songs such as “Mary Had A Little Lamb” 
and “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star” are 
taught, and 30 minutes of additional 
practice is also asked for the students 
outside of the classroom in order to build 
hand strength and muscle memory. On 
the first day of lessons, students receive 
a guitar on which they will practice and 
learn on for the entirety of the program. 
At the end of the course they will be al-
lowed to keep their guitars and explore 

PHILANTHROPY

Guitars not Guns students stand by to rock out at the 2017 West End Celebration in Marina.
further musical endeavors. 

“Once the students complete the 
beginner class they earn their guitars,” 
Warren says. “[They] are always wel-
come for lessons.”

Later in day there are more ad-
vanced classes for students who have 
been with the program for a long time. 
These classes are generally smaller, with 
more one-on-one instruction time.

Each teacher in the GNG program is 
a volunteer dedicated to teaching music 
and expanding the minds of children.

In addition to Guitars Not Guns, 
Vagnini host a number of benefit shows 
and concerts such as the West End Cel-
ebration in Sand City. He’s been coordi-
nating the festival for over 10 years now. 

According to the Guitars not Guns 
site, 4,000 students have gone through 
the program nationwide with 19 chap-

ters operating all over America. Locally, 
Warren says the program has around 50 
students active in the lesson program. 

A band comprised of GNG students 
performs annually at First Night Mon-
terey on New Year’s, at Pacific Grove’s 
Good Old Days in April and at the West 
End Celebration in August. This past 
year the band also played at the Mon-
terey Blues Festival, the Champion of 
the Arts Banquet, Monterey Museum of 
Art’s Family Day and the Marina Christ-
mas Tree Lighting.

Guitars not Guns recently played 
the Annual Monterey County School 
Boards Association Dinner at Hartnell 
College on March 22 and will be playing 
at the Marina Library on April 14 at 1 
p.m. and at the Pacific Grove Good Old 
Days on April 15 at 4 p.m. on the Good-
ies Stage.
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For Carmel High custodians, challenges abound
BY MILES PREKOSKI

Tyler Thompson returns to his Marina home every 
day at 11:30 p.m. after concluding an eight-hour shift at 
Carmel High, cleaning, sweeping and washing rooms. 

For much of the Carmel High custodian staff, these 
long days of work and cleaning are the norm. 

While students may not notice the work from this 
segment of the Carmel High staff, the work custodians 
accomplish cannot be done without countless hours put 
in every day.  

 Thompson’s day starts when school gets out, 
when he, as well as the other custodians on staff, be-
gin to clean assigned classrooms around the school. 
The extensive cleaning of a classroom includes the dry 
mopping of floors and vacuuming of carpets, removing 
marks, cleaning desks and securing windows. 

“I usually begin my day at 9:30, where I do things 
around the house until I have to be at the school at 
2:30,” Thompson says. “I have three classrooms to do 
at the beginning of the school, and then another four-
teen classrooms around school. After that, I have to go 
do the office, and I save about three hours for that. I’m 
done by around 11:00.”

Every custodian on staff  has approximately 17 
classroom assignments, and an extra building, like the 
office, to complete in an eight-and-a-half-hour shift. 

“I get off so late, I usually don’t get to sleep until 
around 1:30 a.m., so I never get to see my kids dur-
ing the week,” Thompson remarks. “I’m always doing 
something today in order to prep for tomorrow.” 

For Jose Renteria, the job is similar yet more de-
manding, as he’s in charge of all other custodians, en-
forcing policy on campus.

“I’m making sure everybody is on time, making 
sure everybody knows what they’re doing,” Renteria 
says. “I coordinate with sports events and help break 
things down and set up.” 

Renteria’s experience has spanned over 20 years 
after he served in the Army for nine. 

“Before working at the school, I was working at 
Macy’s as a custodian and a couple other companies,” 

he adds. “Now I’ve been 
in charge here for about 
10 years.”

 Thompson and 
Renteria aren’t the only 
ones working hard on 
campus each night; 
they’re joined by a staff 
of three other night custo-
dians, including Ezequel 
Mendoza, a father of two, 
Miguel Barreto Sanchez, 
a grandfather of six, and 
Rowel Martinez.

Many students may 
take the work of custodi-
ans for granted: Students 
riddle bathroom stalls 
with graffiti, markings and 
notes, leaving only the 
custodians to clean them 
up. But Renteria appreci-
ates the student-custodian 
relationship at CHS. 

“Students are top 
notch here, and I’d rather 
be here than any other 
school,” the head custodi-
an says. “As long as I’ve 
been working for the Car-
mel School district, I’ve 
never been disrespected.”

For many students, custodians are merely avail-
able when needed, getting a ball off a roof or asking 
a question from time to time, never fully taking in ex-
actly how much custodians do for the school. 

Along with the rest of the custodial staff, Renteria 
has no issue helping students whenever needed. 

“I don’t have a problem with any students,” Ren-
teria says. “A lot of them come up, ask me how I’m 
doing, and I’m more than happy to open up doors for 
students and talk to them.”

Sophomore Joaquin Carlson believes that work by 
custodians is underappreciated. 

“People need to think about doing some of the 
things they do that custodians will have to clean up,” 
Carlson says.

Sophomore Mac Keller agrees.
“They do all the heavy lifting and hard work, and 

we need to acknowledge that,” Keller explains.
“They always do the behind-the-scenes work,” 

freshman Ananda Sudol adds. “If there’s one thing I 
would tell a custodian, it would be ‘Thank you.’”

CAMPUS

In addition to their work inside the classroom, Carmel High custodians Tyler 
Thompson, Ezequel Melgoza and Miguel Sanchez (left to right) also help prepare 
for Carmel High’s evening events, like the March 30 Singer-Songwriers’ 
performance. 

photo by MILES PREKOSKI

With dedicated effort, cafeteria workers carry a heavy load
BY PRISCILLA CABALLERO

As students approach lunchtime, 
crunch time begins for the cafeteria 
workers. The aroma of pizza and spicy 
chicken burgers wafts over lines stu-
dents rush toward, while behind the 
counter Carmel High cafeteria workers 
are cramming in orders of food request-
ed by students. 

Not everyone realizes how much 
hard work and dedication is put into a 
typical day as a food services worker 
and what it takes to get the job done.

“Right after arriving to the school, 
you have to be very fast,” says cafete-
ria worker Helen Kim, pointing out co-
worker Lisa Jacobson as an example. 
“She works three and a half hours, so at 
lunchtime and break we have to prepare 
around those times to sell everything. 
It’s kind of crazy.”

Not everything behind the kitchen 
is just a fishnet cap and a pair of gloves. 
The amount of dedication and time a 
cafeteria worker spends to prepare food 
for hungry students takes all day.

Currently, the cafeteria at CHS 
alone consists of a total of 11 employees 
during the day, the majority of whom are 
women, according to Denise McGregor, 
CUSD supervisor of food services. 

“I have seven part-time employ-
ees and one full-time employee work-
ing at CHS,” McGregor adds. “Seven 
are female and one is male. In addition 

to those employees, my three delivery 
men, once being finished delivering to 
the elementary sites, work certain days 
serving lunch at CHS.”   

Behind the counter where students 
pay, busy workers come from different 

directions and all have different shifts. 
Some workers get here at 10 in the morn-
ing, some arrive at 9 in the morning and 
continue throughout the day until around 
half-past 2 or later. 

“We plan, order, create, cook, pack, 
wait on students, do book work required 

by the state of California and count mon-
ey, but most of all sanitize our kitchen,” 
kitchen manager Pam Weaver adds. 

In the morning, workers rotate for a 
certain time and rotate once again after 
lunch. Some workers wash dishes while 

someone dries them. Some even have a 
role of collecting trays, stock and food.

Kim, who comes from Marina, de-
scribes a typical day as very busy and 
fast. 

Not only do the cafeteria work-
ers cook food at CHS, but they also 

distribute all around the district, daily 
transporting to Carmel Middle School, 
River Elementary School, Captain Coo-
per Elementary School, Carmel Valley 
High School and Tularcitos Elementary 
School. That is a major reason why food 
service employees cook in bigger quan-
tities and why the schools make a variety 
of dishes.

After lunch, workers regroup to 
bring all the dishes back to CMS after 
1 p.m. Workers start washing dishes, 
including trays, from every school site, 
repeating this routine every weekday.

“I hope the students do not throw 
the food away,” cafeteria worker Maria 
Hizon comments. “I hope they eat it.”

Jacobson reports that CHS receives 
deliveries twice a week and that the job 
is quite physical. 

“A lot of stuff gets delivered here: 
produce, fruit and all the stuff in the 
freezer, all the hash browns,” Jacobson 
says. “We have to put away cases of 
bananas and carrots and apples and or-
anges, so it’s very physical and a lot of 
hard work.”

Weaver continues to manage and or-
ganize the flow of the kitchen production 
at CHS every day. 

“In the last twenty-five years of 
feeding CUSD, I have learned one thing 
is true,” she says. “One in six are happy, 
the other five have little comment. But 
that’s a lot of happy kids, considering we 
make 900 to 1,000 meals a day.” 

CAMPUS

Cafeteria worker Lisa Jacobson (right) quickly serves a cheeseburger for a 
hungry student while her coworker is busy taking orders.

 photo by PRISCILLA CABALLERO
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As Kassidy Laurén, CHS senior is well on her way to musical success
BY JULIA SUDOL

The room is small with warm lighting. On one side 
of the glass is a long keyboard with blue light illumi-
nating from it; on the other side is a girl, headset on, 
passionately singing into a tall microphone. 

Carmel High School senior Kassidy Cosmero is in 
the process of recording four R&B songs at the Carmel 
Recording Studio in the Barnyard to add to her three 
songs currently on her Soundcloud, “Kassidy Laurén.”

Cosmero has been singing and songwriting ever 
since she was a young girl. She grew up listening to 
music from the ‘70s and ‘80s, and the first songs she 
wrote were folk. It wasn’t until her sophomore year 
when Cosmero had the courage to sing in front of an 
audience during the CHS Singer-Songwriters’ show at 
the Empty Bowls charity event.

Recently, the CHS senior has been focusing on mu-

sic more than ever: writing songs, recording songs, and 
performing songs. In November, the singer-songwriter 
was approached by her friend, Lalo Ginobli, who’s in 
contact with the manager at the Catalyst, a music venue 
in Santa Cruz. He told her that if she could create three 
R&B songs in a week, she could open for pop artist 
Glenn Travis.

“I’ve always been so dedicated when it came to 
music,” Cosmero says. “So when I had someone pres-
ent this opportunity to me, I knew I had to take advan-
tage of it.” 

With the help of Ginobli, Cosmero chose beats, 
wrote lyrics to them and created three songs—
“LATER,” “Far Away” and “Rosé”—which she per-
formed at the Catalyst on the blue- and purple-lit stage 
with the biggest crowd she had sung in front of to that 
point. 

“I was about to go up on stage and felt like I was 
seriously going to 
throw up,” Cosmero 
remembers, “but 
as soon as I went 
on, having every-
one cheer for me, 
my friends support 
me and strangers 
come up to me af-
terwards to tell me 
that they enjoyed 
my music really set 
it all in perspective. 
I proved to myself 
that this is what I 
wanted to do and 
this is what I’ve al-
ways wanted to do.” 

Cosmero’s next 
performance was 
in January at a club 
in Salinas called 
Zeph’s, and a little 

more than a week later, she stood in front of her big-
gest crowd yet. On Jan. 29, the up-and-coming artist 
performed at a pre-Grammy party, where members of 
Epic Records were in attendance. 

“Kassidy did amazing,” senior Claire Bishop says. 
“She really shines up on stage, and I’m stoked for the 
world to see her perform.” 

After three successful performances and three of-
ficially recorded songs, Cosmero sang with Katana Na-
tasha, a local manager who’s been promoting Cosmero 
on social media, booking gigs and creating her a web-
site. 

Since signing with her manager, the local artist has 
performed at L.A. club Whisky A Go Go, alongside 
Saving Forever, Sabryna and former “X Factor” girl 
band Pynk Lemonade. 

In March, Kassidy Laurén went back to the studio 
to record her three R&B songs and one more recent 
song titled “Puzzle Game.”

“You go in expecting the recording to go fast 
because you’ve already written the song,” the senior 
explains, “but in reality, if you have a good producer, 
they’ll tell you what you need to change to make it bet-
ter.” 

Producers can spend anywhere from two days to 
two weeks mixing and mastering a song. The local art-
ist plans to have her tracks up on her SoundCloud pro-
file soon and is working on getting her Spotify account 
approved.

“Spotify is really cool because when you get your 
music on there, it sends it to iTunes and gets it copy-
righted too,” Cosmero notes. 

After graduating from CHS in June, Cosmero 
plans to take a couple of classes at Monterey Peninsula 
College in order to focus on her music. 

Kassidy Laurén says, “If my music career looks 
promising after a year, then I’ll pursue music full-time. 
If it doesn’t, I’ll go back to school and keep music on 
the side.”

MUSIC

Cosmero performs for the first time at the Catalyst in Santa Cruz on Nov. 19. 

photo by QUINN SPOONER

Senior cashes in on current cryptocurrency trend
BY PETER ELLISON

Over the course of 2017 and early 
2018, cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin 
and Ethereum have entered the pub-
lic eye and skyrocketed in value. But 
what are cryptocurrencies? How do they 
work? And how valuable are they?

Cryptocurrencies are just like the 
dollars in your wallet or the money you 
draw from your credit card, except these 
coins are produced, owned and traded 
entirely online. Over time, as more peo-
ple gained confidence in cryptocurren-
cies, they have gained and lost value just 
like a stock would. For example, when 
Bitcoin was first created, it was evaluat-
ed around $10, whereas today it is worth 
around $8,000. 

The most important aspect sepa-
rating cryptocurrencies from regular 
money like the dollar is the lack of a 
central authority. Ordinarily, a country 
would have the responsibility of regulat-
ing a currency’s value, but with crypto-
currencies their value is determined by 
what the public believes it to be worth. 
Cryptocurrencies use a computer net-
work called Blockchain to manage the 
currency around the world without any 
central authority. 

Zac Hardy, a CHS senior, has capi-
talized on the cryptocurrency trend by 
actually building a computer, known 
colloquially as a “miner,” that produces 
the currency ethereum. 

“I’ve followed [cryptocurrencies] 
on and off since 2013, but I really didn’t 
get too into it until June of 2017 when 
I started looking into different miners,” 
Hardy says. “The only option for buying 

those is a bank wire to China, and that 
did not entice me, so instead I bought 
parts and built my own.”

Miners are just basic computers 
with tons of processing power that con-
stantly run calculations to verify and re-
cord all exchanges using a specific cryp-
tocurrency. These computers record a 
global ledger that regulates all purchases 

conducted using the cryptocurrency. In 
exchange for this work, miners receive 
some of that currency. Groups of miners 
work and split profits together in union-
like organizations called “pools.” 

“When I first started mining, I was 
getting about one ethereum per month, 
which was decent, although the price 
back then was only 200 to 300 bucks,” 
Hardy explains. “Since then, it has de-
creased dramatically. Right now I get up 
to about .3 ethereum per month.” 

Hardy adds that more people have 
begun mining, which has decreased his 

overall share. 
One downside to cryptocurrency 

mining is the energy demand and ac-
companying electricity bill required by 
the computer itself. 

“It uses up to a thousand watts at a 
time,” Hardy says. “My dad used to have 
a space heater running 24/7, so I replaced 
that with my mining rig, and it didn’t in-
crease costs too much but it’s still about 
$100 to $200 a month minimum.”

While cryptocurrencies have ex-
isted since Bitcoin’s invention in 2009, 
over the course of 2017 interest in the 
currencies spiked. On Jan. 2, 2017, Bit-
coin was evaluated at about $985 per 
coin. From May to Sept., the coin quin-
tupled in value up to $5,000. But in Oc-
tober the real rise began, all the way to 
just under $20,000 on Dec. 17.

In the midst of this explosion, inves-
tors began to buy up coins as an invest-
ment to be later sold as the prices con-
tinued to rise. Investors looking to make 
a quick profit hyped up the currency be-
yond its actual value as a currency. The 
bubble that surrounded Bitcoin and other 
cryptocurrencies quickly faded, and by 
Feb. 5 it had fallen to $6,900. 

“Certainly, there are bubbles of 
hype although it seems to fluctuate. 
Right now, [ethereum is] down about 60 
to 70 percent of its all-time high, so it’s 
falling,” Hardy says. “Although I think 
that at some level, there is some func-
tionality that serves a purpose.”

TECHNOLOGY

Zac Hardy poses with his cryptocurrency mining rig that also doubles as a 
space heater.

courtesy of ZAC HARDY
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Sophomore runner aims for milestone marathon goal
BY SOPHIA BURAGLIO

Natalie Mazoud began running 
with her father at the age of 5 and en-
tering races at age 9. She has run track 
and cross-country for Carmel teams, and 
competes in so many races that she loses 
track of them all. Now the CHS sopho-
more is gearing up for a major milestone 
in the life of any runner: She is currently 
training to run the 2018 Big Sur Mara-
thon with her father Jean-Paul in April.

The motivation for running the 
Big Sur came, in part, from a desire to 
achieve something significant in honor 
of Natalie turning 16. 

In preparation for the 26.2-mile 
endurance run, the father and daughter 
have adopted a rigorous training regi-
men that adds up to about 50 miles over 
five days each week. In addition, Natalie 
and her father compete in races almost 
every weekend. Before beginning train-
ing for Big Sur, these were mostly 5Ks 
and 10Ks, but now they run mostly half-
marathons and 15-milers. The marathon 
will be the longest distance she has run, 
but neither Natalie nor Jean-Paul is con-
cerned about being able to complete iy.

“I’ll be able to finish,” the sopho-
more says. “I’m positive.”

She admits to being more worried 
about whether she’ll be satisfied with her 
time as she is aiming to finish the race in 
about 4 1/2 hours. 

Brent Silva, a Carmel High teacher 
who has completed the Big Sur Mara-

thon several times, is well aware of the 
many challenges that face runners in this 
particular race. 

“The other thing that you can’t real-
ly replicate, or usually wouldn’t, is when 
you have to get up to get a bus to ac-
tually run, which throws you off,” says 
Silva, noting that most of the buses pick 
up runners around 4 or 4:30 a.m. to de-
liver them to the starting line of the race.

The Big Sur Marathon is infamous 
for the relentless hills that define the last 
several miles of the course. Natalie is ap-
prehensive about this part of the race.

“Hills are not really my thing,” she 
says. “I have to work on that.”

After completing the marathon, 
Natalie is hoping to renew her focus on 
track; she is currently not participating 
as a result of her marathon training. 

CHS track coach Tom Clifford be-
lieves that Mazoud’s decision to focus 
solely on the marathon instead of split-
ting time between track and training is 
a smart one. “She puts her whole heart 
into whatever it is that she’s doing,” 
Clifford says. 

Natalie and Jean-Paul are excited to 
share the experience of completing their 
first marathon together. Both father and 
daughter are looking forward to the grat-
ifying feeling that comes after finishing 
such a feat of physical accomplishment. 

“The reward, that’s why you run,” 
Jean-Paul says. “The reward.”

LOCALS

CHS sophomore Natalie Mazoud during one of her many running competitions.

courtesy of NATALIE MAZOUD
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Talent, prospects make 2018 MLB season one to catch

When Giancarlo Stanton hit two 
home runs in his new Yankee uniform 
March 29, it signified the onslaught of 
the 2018 Major League Baseball season. 
After a historically slow offseason, the 
regular season promises to be more ex-
citing with a highly touted rookie class, 
tons of Opening Day homers and a vast 
number of All Stars playing in a contract 
year.

THE ROOKIES
Shohei Ohtani. Ronald Acuna. Matt 

Davidson and his three-homer Open-
ing Day. These three are expected to be 
breakout stars, but they don’t make up 
the entire class. 2018’s NL Rookie of the 
Year will be Phillies’ second baseman 
Scott Kingery. After an electric spring 
in which the 23-year-old hit four home 
runs in 45 at-bats and a recently-inked 
six-year contract, he looks poised to con-
tinue his excellence into the summer.

While people wait anxiously for 
Acuna, don’t sleep on the Braves’ cur-
rent left fielder, Lane Adams. A 28-year-
old with a career clip of .268 in 91 games 
doesn’t seem like anything special, but 
a look at Statcast metrics shows other-
wise. Adams ranked in the top 50 in 
barrels, which measures how well the 
ball is hit; this places him well ahead of 
sluggers Jose Abreu, Marcell Ozuna and 
MVP runner-up Joey Votto. He could bat 
.270 with 15-20 home runs.

THE STARS
Four Marlins outfielders will be 

named to the All-Star team. No, not cur-
rent Marlins players, but those traded 
away during the offseason for pennies on 
the dollar. Christian Yelich is hitting in 
a stacked Milwaukee lineup, Ozuna be-
hind breakout star Tony Pham, Stanton 
behind Judge and converted-outfielder 
Dee Gordon in front of Robinson Cano 
and Nelson Cruz. How the Marlins 
couldn’t build a playoff team behind 
these four superstars I’ll never know.

After injury-shortened seasons for 
Mike Trout and Freddie Freeman, 2018 
looks the year for both of them. Despite 
playing in just 114 games, Trout still hit 
33 home runs and silently led the league 
in OPS, (the best indicator of offensive 
excellence, in my opinion). Freeman, 
too, was fantastic, his .989 OPS showing 
how high his ceiling is. These players 
are already established superstars, but 
they seemed to get lost in the midst of 
last year’s amazing performances. Ex-
pect them both to be in the top three for 
MVP voting in their respective leagues.

TEAMS TO WATCH
Pittsburgh Pirates: Everyone’s fa-

vorite Steel City team parted with An-
drew McCutchen and Gerrit Cole after 
much speculation. Because of this, their 
team got...better? Pittsburgh scored an 
underrated left fielder via trade for All 
Star Corey Dickerson, and the return 
in the Cole trade—pitcher Joe Mus-
grove and grand slam-hitting third base-
man Colin Moran—will contribute to a 
young, rejuvenated team that will com-
pete in the upcoming years.

Philadelphia Phillies: I didn’t take 
the Phillies seriously whatsoever…un-
til Justin Timberlake. That’s right, he of 
the square jawline—new manager Gabe 
Kapler—arranged for the NSYNC front-

OPINION

Can Aaron Judge follow up his historic rookie season? The short answer: no.

courtesy of ARTURO PARDAVILA
BY ALEX POLETTI

man to record a televised message to 
the Fightin’ Phils. Kingery joins fellow 
rookie shortstop JP Crawford to form 
one of the youngest double-play combos 
in the league, given veteran guidance by 
free agent signing 1B/OF Carlos San-
tana. This, along with a young rotation 
headed by Jake Arrieta, will make Phila-
delphia a baseball city once again.

Get ready for a fun year of baseball, 
folks.

WAY-TOO-BOLD 
PREDICTIONS

World Series Winner: Astros defeat 
Diamondbacks in five.
AL MVP: Mike Trout
NL MVP: Christian Yelich
AL Cy Young: Chris Sale
NL Cy Young: Clayton Kershaw
AL Rookie of the Year: Nick Gordon
NL Rookie of the Year: Scott Kingery
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ACROSS: 
1. Leia’s only hope 
7. What results from a Todd Gurley run to the endzone 
8. Biblical book about occupations? 
*11. Actor Donald of “The Hunger Games” franchise 
13. How the Star-Spangled Banner waves in relation to the land of the free 
14. Beginning of a popular Google search “______-Lo Green Gnarls Barkley”? 
15. Gun-toting org. 
16. What Mikaela Shiffrin did at the Winter Olympic games 
17. You, in Barcelona 
20. Canadian province that liberals threatened to move to if Trump won, abbr. 
22. Smell (out) 
24. A dodge or a duck 
26. “______ la vie” 
27. Oscar winner Halle 
28. Opponent of Xs in a game of Tic-Tac-Toe 
29. Lyric of “The Prayer” followed by “che/ hai acceso in noi” 
31. TV show related to the starred clues in this puzzle 
 
DOWN: 
1. Welles or Scott Card 

Poletti’s Puzzle

ACROSS:
1. Leia’s only hope
7. What results from a Todd Gurley 
run to the endzone
8. Biblical book about occupations?
*11. Actor Donald of “The Hunger 
Games” franchise
13. How the Star-Spangled Banner 
waves in relation to the land of the 
free
14. Beginning of a popular Google 
search “______-Lo Green Gnarls 
Barkley”?
15. Gun-toting org.
16. What Mikaela Shiffrin did at the 
Winter Olympic games
17. You, in Barcelona
20. Canadian province that liber-
als threatened to move to if Trump 
won, abbr.
22. Smell (out)
24. A dodge or a duck
26. “______ la vie”
27. Oscar winner Halle
28. Opponent of Xs in a game of Tic-
Tac-Toe
29. Lyric of “The Prayer” followed 
by “che/ hai acceso in noi”
31. TV show related to the starred 
clues in this puzzle

DOWN:
1. Welles or Scott Card
*2. Trevor of the Indians
3. Introduction for Chiefs TE Kelce?
4. Nationals, on a scoreboard
5. Consumed
6. Alternative to an SSRI
*8. Who you don’t know, per the 
saying
9. “Aik” to a linguist
10. A unit of soldiers, abbr.
12. A Roman armada of fifty ships?
18. Frequently
19. The 49ers, on a scoreboard
21. Luke from Star Wars if he 
couldn’t walk the walk?
22. A lad from Glasgow
23. Letters on a compass
24. Host Probst of “Survivor”
25. Cookie renowned for its cream 
filling
27. Monterey or Chesapeake
30. Player on the o-line2.o

Last Month’s Solutions

OBJECTION to run-on sentences as well as stream of conscious-
ness writing because they simply go on too long; though sometimes 
it may be appropriate to overextend a single sentence, it is simply an 
awful item of the English language and deserves to stop at once be-
cause nobody likes reading run-on sentences, even if they are mildly 
entertaining, and especially if they are using short, choppy syntax yet 
somehow managing to put down in writing what the writer means to 
say in one sentence, as those types of run-on sentences are the bottom 
of a barrel full of nothing but bottoms of barrels, or perhaps the last 
kid picked for dodgeball in a line of kids who were not drafted for the 
first two teams, as that is a more relatable and realistic scenario because 
who would ever put bottoms of barrels in a barrel when there are bot-
tomless barrels that need bottoms?  - JACK CORDELL

OBJECTION to writer’s block. 
- PETER ELLISON



 APRIL 2018 18 ENTERTAINMENTwww.thesandpiper.org

“Feel Free” by Zadie Smith

This collection of essays by the bril-
liant Zadie Smith, distributed by Pen-
guin Press, is eye-opening and contains 
a fascinating blend of history, politics, 

psychology and hip-hop. “Feel Free” is 
about 430 pages, divided into about 30 
essays that make it surprisingly manage-
able. 

This book tackles an extremely 
wide variety of social and political top-
ics, often connecting various disciplines 
mid-essay. All of them display a remark-
able amount of insight and succeed in 
not just pontificating, but rather prompt-
ing thought and further research on the 
reader’s part. While Zadie Smith is a 
self-proclaimed liberal, she constantly 
remains aware of her bias and is able to 
pick that apart. In her essays about poli-
tics, she rarely focuses directly on a po-
litical issue but rather goes beyond that 
issue and tries to capture the real prob-
lem behind it. 

One respect in which the collection 
suffers is simply the limiting nature of 
an anthology. Many of the essays were 
written in a pre-Trump political environ-
ment and, as such, don’t perfectly ad-
dress the crazy world we currently live 
in. One more word of warning to the 
reader: Smith is British and writes about 
British politics in a few essays, which 
can lead to a rather confusing read for 
someone, such as myself, with only a 
cursory understanding of politics across 
the pond. 

Despite this, Smith’s essays on 
American culture, ranging from the psy-
chological implications of Facebook to 
the psychology of journal writing, are 

truly fantastic and made me think about 
reality in a different way. 

I highly recommend this book not 
just for someone interested in the world, 
but for anyone interested in exploring 
themselves further.

“Videocracy” by Kevin Allocca

This 300-page book by YouTube’s 
head of culture and trends Kevin Al-
locca (published by Bloomsbury) chron-
icles the rise of YouTube and other viral 
trends and analyzes how the new medi-
um has impacted modern entertainment. 

Allocca tells the growth of YouTube 
by using myriad real-world stories and 
anecdotes that work together to illustrate 
the changes that the internet has had on 
popular culture. “Videocracy” reveals 
a popular culture able to be influenced 
both by the creators and the viewers. 

Throughout the text, gray-bordered 
insets divert from the narrative to reveal 
either historical background or Allocca’s 
personal experiences. Allocca’s voice 
also comes through the text through 
many footnotes scattered in the novel. 
These inclusions help make the book 
feel conversational rather than just a dry 
monologue. 

One major strength of “Videocracy” 
is its ability to draw upon cultural phe-
nomena that the reader is already famil-
iar with in order to illustrate Allocca’s 
points. While this aspect strengthens 

“Videocracy’s” analysis, it also back-
fires at times. While I understood many 
of the references throughout the text, 
the passages about those I didn’t left me 
confused and a little bit lost as to what 
Allocca exactly intended to say. 

Despite these moments of confusion 
“Videocracy” successfully quantifies 
broad trends in online entertainment that 
teenagers interact with on a daily basis. 
While not truly fantastic, “Videocracy” 
is a good read for anyone who wants to 
better understand today’s rapidly evolv-
ing internet culture and what that means 
for our society. 

Collections of reflections address politics, culture
BY PETER ELLISON

REVIEW
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Kay Vetter
ASL teacher

Suzanne Marden
French teacher

1. Funniest moment in one of your classes this year?
2. Favorite food in the staff lounge?
3. Favorite nickname for a student?

4. Who was your favorite teacher growing up?
5. Best thing about teaching at CHS?

Dale DePalatis
English teacher

1. I get these giggling 
fits—I just keep laughing, 
and I can’t stop!
2. crackers and cheese and 
cheese and crackers
3. Lovebug
4. Ms. Flippo
5. the students, by far, 
followed by a close 
second: the amazing staff

1. watching my students being 
lost on a desert island
2. Ann Berry’s chili
3. Buke
4. Ms. Hosteler 
5. talking about life with 
students

1. when people are 
uncoordinated on the exercise 
balls
2. Friday treats
3. I don’t have nicknames
4. Marcia Mathog
5. I have the best students on 
campus. 

Colin Matheson
Biology teacher

1. too many hilarious jokes
2. when I get cheese-based plat-
ters from Padre Parents
3.  Beast
4. Ms. Gearheart
5. getting to know awesome kids 
and doing nerdy science stuff

Q  &  A  Q  &  A  Q  &  A  Q  &  A  Q  &  A
Q U E S T I O N S

Brought to you by your Local Realtor,
Monterey Peninsula Home Team at 
KW Coastal Estates

Steve Poletti
831-236-7161
stevepoletti@gmail.com

Contact Steve Poletti

Get your story featured
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Do you have a Local

OPENING SOON

108 MID VALLEY CENTER
CARMEL, CA 93923

CARMEL MID VALLEY

VIS IT US TODAY

2 VÍA JOAQUIN
MONTEREY, CA 93940

MONTEREY

1 375 CarmelValleyDentist.com

OPENING SOON
HEALTH  WELLNESS  DENT I STRY

SERVING CARMEL & MONTEREY SINCE 2008
Eric Brown, DDS proudly offers our patients gentle, professional, dental care in 

a friendly environment using the latest in advanced dental technology, 
diagnostic tools and restorative techniques. In our practice we believe every 

patient is unique and deserves personalized attention with an assessment of all 
aspects of their oral health. Your experience is top priority and we strive to 

customize your visit to ensure total comfort and satisfaction. Our mission is to 
leave every patient feeling educated, cared for and empowered. 
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HOROSCOPES
Aries: March 20 - April 20
You may find this month to be full of sur-
prises—perhaps in the form of a grand boost, 
perhaps in the form of a turkey sandwich. Go 
crazy!

Taurus: April 21 - May 21 
Taurus, it’s time to take control—assert yourself 
as the person who gets first priority in the class 
outlet for charging your phone. “Low power 
mode” has nothing on your determination! 

Gemini: May 22 - June 22
Gemini, you may find yourself frantically doing 
an assignment for class the day that assignment 
was due—this month, err more on the side of 
“better late than never” than “too little too late.” 

Cancer: June 23 - July 23 
You may be tired of hearing jokes about the 
name of your sign. Get back at the haters this 
month by showing them who’s boss, and morph 
into a giant crab. 

Leo: July 24 - August 24 
Leo, it might feel this month like the workers at 
Starbucks put only one pump of hazelnut syrup 
into your double chai nonfat skinny hazelnut 
latte with whip, but sip on, because next month 
will be better. Uncomplicate your life and your 
order. 

Virgo: August 24 - September 22
If you’ve got a bad case of senioritis, take the 
time to appreciate the little things, like the eve-
ning breeze or Marc Stafford’s beard. 

Libra: September 23 - October 22
Sometimes you might feel like the neglected 
cans of cashew butter rotting away on the 
shelves of your local Trader Joe’s, but keep it 
together this month. You may never be as good 
as almond or peanut, but you still have various 
virtues, like healthy doses of Vitamin E. 

Scorpio: October 23 - November 21
You’ve been making an unruly amount of Vine 
references this month. We know you miss it, but 
we’ve all seen whatever video you’re about to 
reference a million times. Remember, there’s a 
time and a place. 

Sagittarius: November 22 - December 21 
While we wade out these spring months, you 
may wish for Halloween to come around the 
corner. This month, you’ll discover there’s no 
wrong time to put on a witch’s hat. 

Capricorn: December 22 - January 19
You’re the least predictable of the signs, and 
by that we mean it’s difficult to write anything 
here, except that I hope you have a good day? 
Insert generic life advice here? I dunno. See 
you. 

Aquarius: January 20 - February 19 
Aquarius, stop harassing us with your constant 
facts about animals choking on plastic straws in 
the ocean. I know you care about the environ-
ment but I just want to enjoy my root beer, and 
you’re making everyone feel really bad, OK?

Pisces: February 19 - March 19
Pisces, it’s great that you’re trying to be ‘dif-
ferent’ this week, but could you chill it with the 
Instagram boomerangs of you crying? Life is 
tough on all of us, take your ticket and step in 
line.

‘Black Panther’ lacks plot, 
makes up for it with message
BY ATHENA FOSLER-BRAZIL

Marvel Studios’ “Black Pan-
ther” was one of the most antici-
pated films of 2018 for its action, 
special effects, cast and political 
message. In most ways, the film 
lives up to the hype.

The plot revolves around 
the fictional African kingdom of 

Wakanda, which was once hit by a meteor made of 
the powerful element “vibranium,” giving the country 
such power that they were able to resist white colonial-
ism and build a civilization with technology far more 
advanced than anything else on Earth.

Vibranium is what fuels the technology of Wakan-
da, but it is also what gives the eponymous hero, or 
T’Challa (Chadwick Boseman), his powers. The de-
tails of how the element works are vague, and this is 
one of the most persistent plot holes. Vibranium acts as 
the miracle cure, reviving people, providing superhu-
man abilities and powering the most deadly weapons 
on Earth. At points, it seems like vibranium is the real 
hero carrying the plot, not the characters.

The film’s effects almost distract from the lack of 
plot. Not only is the film’s technology fascinating, but 
the visuals of the Wakandan landscape, flora and fauna 
make the film a pleasure to watch. Black empower-
ment is worked into every aspect of the film, from the 
concept of an African kingdom untouched by colonial-
ism to the almost entirely black cast and director. 

This is director Ryan Coogler’s first large-scale 
production, after receiving acclaim in 2013 for his 
writing and direction of Fruitvale Station, which fo-
cuses on racial tensions in Oakland and features Mi-
chael B. Jordan. Coogler is from Oakland himself, and 
the city is heavily featured in “Black Panther.”

The movie’s antagonist Erik Killmonger (Michael 
B Jordan), the long-lost cousin of T’Challa, has inten-
tions to take control of Wakanda and arm and liber-
ate oppressed blacks across the globe. Killmonger is 
introduced as a violent, resentful vigilante who kills 
anyone who tries to stop him, and his body is marked 

with scars representing each life he’s taken. 
While Killmonger’s actions are cruel and violent, 

as the plot progresses the viewer feels increasing sym-
pathy for the orphaned fighter. The rage and resent-
ment he feels against Wakanda is not only for himself, 
but for all oppressed African ancestors, and while his 
methods are extreme, the message he preaches is one 
that is relevant, hard-hitting and definitely part of the 
2018 zeitgeist. 

Jordan’s portrayal of Killmonger is one of the rea-
sons the movie is so entertaining. He is charismatic, 
sarcastic and complicated, bringing humanity to an 
otherwise ruthless villain. He gives a brilliant perfor-
mance opposite Boseman, who plays the part of the 
noble hero gracefully. These two performances, along-
side Lupita Nyong’o, Angela Bassett and many other 
powerful female leads, give the film dimension and re-
mind viewers that, at the end of the day, a film is only 
as good as its actors.

One of the few places “Black Panther” is lacking 
is in the fighting sequences. The first fight takes place 
in Wakanda between T’Challa and one of his chal-
lengers in a fight for the crown. The scene occurs on 
the side of a canyon in the middle of a flat spot in the 
waterfall. The royal population of Wakanda chant and 
drum while T’Challa and his adversary fight it out. The 
scene is well done with a beautiful and dramatic set-
ting, well-choreographed fighting and gleaming mus-
cles, but while this scene is good, it is not good enough 
to get by on basically repeating, the next time with 
T’Challa and Killmonger fighting instead. This fight is 
almost exactly the same with the addition of Michael B 
Jordan’s muscles and more monologuing. 

“Black Panther” is entertaining, powerful and has 
just enough political message to feel more important 
than most Marvel Universe movies. The incredible fe-
male characters give black women a much-deserved 
opportunity to appear powerful in the media, and while 
the plot lacks in places, it holds the viewer’s attention. 

Multi-dimensional characters and the powerful 
message live up to most of the hype, and we now wait 
in anticipation for Black Panther’s return in Marvel’s 
next “Avengers” film. 

REVIEW

Michael B. Jordan as Killmonger and Chadwick Boseman as T’Challa.

courtesy of WALT DISNEY STUDIOS
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